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The benefit of fan&ified afflifions. 


Written by Benevorus. 


(Continued from page 432.) | 


WI. HE fubjeés of fané&tified 
afflictions will find the 
grace of the gofpel peculiarly en- | 
deared to them, and will flrive to 
obey God’s will in all things. 
«¢ Before I was affli€ted,” faith | 
the Pfalmiit, “I went aitray ; 
but now have I kept thy word.” 


Here we may obferve that the pi- | 


ous Pf{almilt was led, by means of | 
his afflictions, to love more than 
ever the book of God’s grace, and 
to conform to it in his practice. 
Rom. v. * We glory in tribula- 
tion ; knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, 
aud hope maketh not afhamed ; 
becaufe the love of God is thed 
abroad in cur hearts-by the Holy 
Ghoft, which is given unto us.” 
2 Cor.i. 5,9. ‘* For as the fuf- 
ferings of Chrift abound in us, fo 
our confolation alfo aboundeth by 
Chrift. We had the fentence of 
death in ourfelves, that we fhould 
not truft tn ourfelves, but in God 





which raifeth the dead.” 
Vor. LV. No. 12. 





The more deeply any are im- 
prefled with a fenfe of their fins, 
and of the divine juftice in their 
punifhment, the more fully con- 


| vinced are they of the neceflity of 


gofpel grace, and the more clear- 
ly do they fee the glory of the 
gofpel plan of falvation. Scafons 
of fuffering have often proved 


| feafons of < gh enjoyment to the 


people of God. The patriarchs, 
prophets, apottles, and the primi- 
tive Chriftians in general, under 
their trials, were favored with 
abundant communications of di- 
vine grace; and rejoiced in hope 
of the glory of God. We may 
obferve at the prefent time, that 
thofe who appear to be true 
Chriftians fhine brighteft when in 
the furnace. ‘T’o them Chrift ap- 
pears peculiarly precious, and they 
appear at times, to be chearful, 
in giving up all things for his 
fake. ‘They difcover ‘that they 
count riot even their lives dear un- 
to themfelves, that they may finifh 
their courfe with joy. 

Chriftians, when under the rod, 
read the holy fcriptures with {pe- 
cial attention and uncommon en- 
gagednels, and manifeft a itrong 
relith for the truths contained in 
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the infpired volume. They now 
feel that God’s word is a light 
unto their feet and a lamp unto 
their paths, while pafling through 
the darknefs and temptations of 
the prefeut world. 


Pfalm cxix. 50, 54. This ts 
my comfort in my affliction for thy 
word hath guickened me. Thy 


ftatutes have been ay fongs In | 


the houfe of my pilgrimage.”— 
The Pfalmitt declares in the fame 
Pfalm, ‘* The law of thy mouth 
is better unto me than thoufands 
of gold and fiver. How {weet 
are thy words unto my talte! Yea 
{fweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
(verfes 72, 103.) Afflictions are 
neceffury to lead perfons to un- 
derftand many parts of the Bible, 
particularly thofe which relate to 
fufferings, and the divine fupport 
under them. Who underftandeth 
like the good man under the rod, 
how tribulation worketh patience ; 
aud paticnce, expericuce 3 and ex- 
perience, hope ? Who underftand- 
eth like the patient fufferer how 
confolation aboundeth by Chrift, 
as the fruit of chaltifement. The 
beft of men do not know how 
much they truft in themfelves and 
in the world, until their attach- 
ment ts tried aod broken by the 
rod. Now they fee more fully 
than ever their own folly in plac. 
ing fuch confidence, i the things 
which perifh, They will blefs 
God for ever for that difcipline 
which hath opened to them the 


pride and deceitfulucfs of their 


hearts, and hath brought chem 
to difcern the worth and clory 
of that kingdom, which cai not 
be moved. True Chriflians have 
rarely fo clear evidence of their 
adoption as when their earthly 
hopes are dafhed in pieces. 


San@tifi.d affliGions lead men 
to be move attentive to the du- 
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ties which they owe to God and 
to cach other. What a wide dif. 


| ference is there, in ordinary cafes, 
between the prayers which are 


made in a day of adverfity and 
thofe which are made in profper- 
ous feafons ? Thofe who fee] 
themfelves to be burdened with 
guilt and forrow, and are con. 
vinced that God is a rewarder of 
thofe who diligently feck him, 
will feel themfelves engaged to 
go to the throne of grace, and to 
feck for mercy. 

Prayer is not to them an un- 
welcome tafk, but is the delight 
of their fouls. When they find 
Satan and their wicked hearts 
{triving to throw hindrances in 
the way of the performance of 
this duty, they will not reft until 
they have, in fome degree, obtain. 
ed the victory, and can fervently 
pour out their hearts to God. 
He is pleafed fometimes remarka- 
bly to fill their mouths with argu- 
ments, when all worldly appear- 
ances are againit them, while the 
are bowing at his footitool. They 
are uncommonly aflilted in pray- 
ing for themfelves, for their fam- 
ilies and friends, for enemies, for 
the whole human race, and efpe- 
cially forthe peace and profperity 
of Zion. 

It is painful to thofe who des 
rive benefit from their afflictions 
to be deprived, by ill health, or 
other means, of attending on the 


= 9° i. 20. 

worfhip and ordinances of God’s 
: 7 e > __ 

houfe. Thefe are objects tor 
r 


which they find an increafing rel- 
ifh as they are emptied from vel- 
felto veflel, by their trying chan- 
ges. Hence when they are exclue 
ded from the place which they 
_love, they can adopt the language 
of David, when he was wandering 
| in the wildernefs of Judah, by the 
| perfecutions of Saul. « O Ged 


| thou art my God ; early wil 1. 
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feek thee: my foul thirfteth for 
thee, in a dry and thirfty land, 
where no water is; to fee thy 
power and thy glory as I have 
feen thee, in the fan@uary.”’ (Pf. 
Ixiii. 1, 2.) 

SanGtified afflictions are inftru- 
mental of ftirring up perfons to a 
faithful difcharge of the duties of 
the fecond table of the law. There 
are two in particular, which I 
fhall name. The firft is the duty 
of adminiftering juit reproof, This 
duty can never be rightly per- 
formed without much {elf-denial. 
It is too common either to back- 
bite thefe who do wrong, or to 
reprove themin anger. Both are 
forbidden by the werd of God. 
We are bound to tell our neigh- 
bor, and efpecially a -Chriftian 
brother, to his face, what we 
think amifs in his behavior, and 
to intermingle meeknefs with firm- 
nefs. When we feel calm and 
tender, we hate to wound the feel- 
ings of another, but the fpirit of 
the gofpel requires us to reprove 
fin in others, whgtever may be 
the confequences. A mind fo- 
lemnized by prayer, and commun- 
ion with God in other duties,— 
a mind which feeth the exceed- 
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difcharge this duty, and to come 
home to the confcience than en- 
during chaftifement from the hand 
of our heavenly Father. His glo- 
ry appears to them of fuch worth, 
and the fouls of men are fo ten. 
derly loved, that they dare not 
be filent when called to fpeak in 
a way of warning and reproof. 
The other duty which I hall 
mention in this place is compaf- 
fion and kindnefs to thofe who 
are afflicted. We are commanded 
te bear one another’s burdens, to 
love as brethren, to be pitiful, 
end to be courteous. 

There are men whofe inward 
thought is, that their houfes thall 
continue for ever and their dwell- 
ing places to all generations, — 
They are intexicated with their 
profperity, and prefume that no 
painful changes await them. They 
look with contempt upon the 
needy and afilited, and are dif- 
pofed to charge them with bring- 
ing their troubles upon themfelves, 
or continuing them by their im- 
prudence or timidity. Job xii. 5, 
“He that is ready to flip with 
his feet, is asa lamp defpifed in 


'the thoughts of him that is at 


The fons of carnal pleaf- 


eafe.”’ 








ing finfulnefs of fin—and is bro’t | ure make their boaft that they 

to the footftool by the rod, is pre- | have kept themfelves clear from 

pared to adminilter reproof, with- | the sreaiien % which fall upon oth- 1 
out being overwhelmed with a | ers, and fay, “ we fhall never be i, 
favifh dread of the wrath of the | reduced to their ttate, or if we nk 
offender, and to do it in a manner | fhould, we will foon extricate our- Aste 
which is beft fuited to work a | felves by our wifdem and forti- be i} 
reformation. What boldnefs, and | tude. Let thofe poor wretches Hey ti 
at the fame time what mee knefs, fuffer, it is rood enough for them, ie 
didthe prophets and apoftles dif- | but as for us, we feel above fub- la 
cover, in reproving the ungodly? | mitting to the weaknefs and the be: 
and in attempting to pull out of | dejection which they difcover.’” 1h Bp 
the fire their near friends? We | O ye proud boatters, betray no Ray: 
fhall, according to our fphere of | longer fuch impious foily and be |e 
actioa, imitate them in teine de- madnefs, but rez mestthet that the ' ANG 
gree if we are governed by the | days of adverfity will come upon i i 
fame fpirit. Nothing has a hap- |} yeu like an armed man, and plunge | 





pier tendency to lead perfons te | you in mifery ! 
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Chriftianity {peaks a very dif- 
ferent language from that of the 


«© Remember them that are in 
bonds, asbound with them, and 
them which fuffer adverfity, as 
being yourfelves alfo in the body.”’ 
Nothing teaches perfons to feel 
for the children of forrow like 
experience in the {chool of adver- 
fity. This eminently qualifies the 
followers of the cempaffionate 
Saviour, to fympathife with the 
affli&ed, and to ftrive to lighten 
their woes. They extend their 
compaffionate feelings to all who 
are under trouble, and efpecially 
the great Redeemer. They will 
who are needy, and to bind up 
the broken fpirit. 2 Cor. i. 4. 
*¢ Who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able 


with we ourfelves are comforted 
of God.” They labor to turn 
the attention of their afflited fel- 
low mortals to the only fources of 


for deliverance in the prefent 
world, and immortal glory in the 
world tocome. They can cheer- 
fully welcome to their bofoms, the 
humble and patient cifciples of tl 
blefled Saviour ; however much 
they are defpited by the ungodly 
world. Knowing thefe to be the 
excelient of the earth, they are 
compaflionate and kind to them 
for their Lord and Matter’s fake, 
and rejoice in the profpeét of meet- 
ing them in the paradife above, 
where all forrow and crying fhall 
be done away. 

The enemies of the primitive 
Chriftians remarked concerning 
them when they faw their itrong 
mutual affeGtion under their fiery 


trials. “ Behold how thefe Chrif- 
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tians love one another !”? The dif. 
ciples of Chrift fometimes in the 


men of the world, Heb. xii. 3. | prefent world, fall out with each 


other, and give mutual wounds, 
But joint fufferings have always 
been found to check their animof. 
ities and to unite them in the 
clofer bonds of affection. When 
fuch are the fruits of our afflic. 
tions we have not been {mitten in 
vain, but fhall derive peace and 
comfort from them in this world; 
and fhall receive a far more exceed- 


ing and eternal weight of glory 


to thofe, who are the friends of | 


e . " | 
ftrive to relieve the wants of thofe | 


to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort where. | 


in the world to come. 

IV. Sanétified affiGtions are in- 
ftrumental ia weaning men from 
earthly attachments, and in ripen- 
ing them for death and heaven. 
The pious Patriarchs confefled 
themfelves amidft their troubles to 
be pilgrims and ftrangers on the 
earth and to be looking for a city 
which hath foundations, whofe 
builder and makeris God. The 
primitive Chriftians took joyfully 
the fpoiling of their goods. Know. 
ing that they had in heaven, a 


_ better and an enduring fubitance. 


confolation, and to prepare them | 


Pious perfons who have fuffer- 
ed many pains, and endured many 


outward lofles and bereavements, 


look upon this world as being a 
very.empty place, and not by any 


' means worthy to be fought as a 


portion. While they give thanks 


'to God, for the innumerable tem- 





oral deliverances and bleffings 
which they have received, they 
dere not reft their hope of fupport 
and enjoyment on any thing be- 
neath the ficies. 

They can difcern no earthiy 
profpect which has unadulterated 
charms ; but every thing around 
them wears the appearance of de- 
cay and diffolution. They watcn 
and they pray that they may not 
be enfaared by earthly allure- 
ments, and that they may be in 
conftant readinefs for the ap- 
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proaching change by death. The 


cternal world grows more and 
more familiar to their minds, and 
their thouzhts are much employed 
on that {late into which they are 
foon to enter. Many of their 

ieditations are employed on death 
andon the futurejudgment. Al- 
though they cannot determine 
what their views will be, when 
they fhall be called to walk thro’ 
the dark valley, yet they believe 
that the end of the upright man, 
will be peace. ‘They are much in 
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apoflle Paul. He was raifed up 
for eminent ufefulnefs in the 
church of God, and he did more 
to propagate chriflianity than any 
other mere man who hath ever liv. 
ed. He fuffered much in his Ja- 
bors to advance and defend the re. 
ligion of the bleffed Saviour. To 


ufe his own language, he was ‘ia 


| deathsoft,’ while he was travelling 


round the world, to proclaim the 
glad tidings of peace and pardon 





followers of Chrift, 


prayer to God, that he would not | 


forfake them in the hour of death, 
and believe that the only way in 
which divine confolation is then 


to be expected, is in a humble | 


walk with God, and in the faith- 


ful difcharge of every duty while | 


life is continued. What a fitm 
hope, and what animating prof. 
pecis, were enjoyed by the - apottle 


when he could declare, as in 2 Cor, | 


v. * For we know: that if our 
earthly houfe of this tabernacle 
were diflolved, we have a build- 


ng of God, an houfe not made | 


with hands eternal in the heavens. 
Tor in this we groan, carneftly 
defiring to be cloathed upon with 
our houfe which is from heaven. 


ling rather to be abfent from the 
body, and to be prefent with the 
Lord !”’ 
was our apoftle that Chrift might 
be magnified in his body, whether 
by life or by death? He could fay 
as in Phill. i. ** For to me to 
Z 
But if I live in the fiehh, this ts 
the fruit of my labor, yet what 
fhall choofe, I wot (or know) not. 
For J am in a ftrait betwixt two, 
having a defire to dc parts and to 
be with Chrift which is far better.” 
Let not Chriftians in general | 
be difcouraged becaufe they have | 
not rifen to the attainments ofthe 


throucha crucified Saviour. The 
at large, have 
not been called to fuch fervices as 
was the apoille, nor to endure fuch 
trials as he endured, and therefore 
it is not ftrange, that their confo- 
lations fhould fall far below hia. 
But remember, ye patient fuffer- 
ers, that God is not unmindful of 
your labor of love, and that he 
is training you up to ferve him bet- 
ter while on earth, and to enjoy 
a brighter crown in heaven. God 
will not break the bruifed reed, 
and the fmoking flax he will not 
quench. He heareth every figh, 
and every breathing of the con- 
trite heart ; and will give you grace 
to perfevere to the end of your 
days, and tocome off conquerors, 


| yea more than conquerors through 
We are confident I fay, and wil- | 


How earneftly defirous | 


live is Chriit and to die is gain. | 


him who hath loved you, and giv- 
en himfelf to die for you. 
We always find the moft heav- 
enly-minded Chriflians amon 
thofe who have {marted moft by 
the red. To them meditations 
have become familiar on that glo- 
rious fate in which the redeemed 
will be brought into the immediate 
prefence of God and of the Lamb, 
nd will unite with the fpirits of 
jut men made erfedt, and with 
the holy angels in everlafting fongs 
| of praife. However far they may 
fall fhort of rapturous enjoyments 
in religion, while they fee through 
a glals darkly, they difcover a 
folidity and firmnefs in their exer- 
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eifes, which manifeft that their 
light is fhining with increafing | 
brightnefs unto the perfect day. 

I have now endeavored to col- 
le& and bring into view fome of | 
the principal evidences of fanéti- | 
fied affliGiions. Can we fay ina 
review of our troubles, as the 
Pfalmift did in a review of his, 
<¢ It is good for me that I have | 
been affiicted ; that I might Icarn 
thy ftatutes.”” Our afflictions have 
certainly had feme effe& upon us; 
either in rendering our hearts ten- 
der, and our lives obedient, or in 
hardening our hearts, and occa- 
fioning us to become more obtti- 
nate and open in the practice of 
wickednefs than ever. If the laft 
be the effe& our cafe is alarming 
indeed, and we have much caufe 
to fear that to us is referved the 
blacknefs of darknefs for ever. 

Let us recollect the marks or | 
evidences of fanctified affli€tions 
which have been brought into 
view, and impartially compare | 
ourfelves with them. 

When any derive benefit from | 


their afflictions they acknowl. | 
edge and adore the hand of God 
in them ; and they feel fatisfied | 
with the perfect government of 
the Moft High. The fubjecis 
of fanctified affliétions are led to 
a clear difcovery ef their fins, and 
an unreferved confeffion of the 
divine juftice, and wifdom in their 
chaftifement. "They examine their 
hearts and their paft lives, and 
ebhor themfelves as being very 
vile in the eyes of infinite purity. 
They who are afflitted in coven- 
ant faithfulnefs, will find the grace 
of the gofpel peculiarly endeared 
to them, and will flrive to obey 
God’s will in all things. They 
will prize‘and feek after com. 
munion with God in the various 
exercifes of private and public 
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conform to the law of benevolence 
towards men and in particular, 
will be emboldened to reprove fin, 
and be engaged to exercife com. 
paffion and kindnefs towards the 
affited. San@tified affliGtions are 


inftrumental in weaning men from 


earthly attachments, and in ripen. 


ing them for death and heaven. 
Thefe are very plain rules of 
trial, and fuch as maft commend 
themfelves to our minds. If we 
have fought to regard them in 
our practice when we have been 
in tribulation, we have found true 
peace ; and can fay with the 
Pfalmift, ** That it 1s good for 
us that we have been affli€ted.” 
Are there not fome who can 
adopt this language, and find 
evidence that they are heirs of 
heaven ? And may fay in fome 


| happy moments with the Apoflle, 


«| reckon that the fufferings of 
the prefent time are not worthy 


_to be compared with the glory 


which fhall be revealed in us ?” 


| (Rom. viii. 18.) Let fuch main- 
| tain, at all times, a patient and a 


devout, a watchful and a heaven- 


ly temper. Their days of mourn- 


ing will foon be ended, and they 
will foon be admitted into the 
world of everlafting light and joy. 
How awful is the ftate of thole 
who have become hardened in all 
their aflictions 2. What can fuch 
expeét in the courfe which they 
are purfuing but everlatting mile- 
ry ? * He that being often reprov- 
ed, hardeneth his neck, fhall fud- 
denly be deflroyed, and that with- 
out remedy.” (Prov. xxix. 1.) 
What caufe is there to fear that 
all the evils which they have felt 
in the prefent world, are but fo 
many prefages of endlefs, vindict- 
ive wrath in the world to come? 
Let them be warned—let them be 
entreated, to fearch and try ther 
ways and turn unto the Lord! 
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The Chriftian’s defire and prayer. 


The Chriflian’s defire and prayer. | 


LL men have their defires : 

the real Chriftian has his, 

and is no lefs folicitous than 
others, to have them anfwered. 
He defires that finners fhould re- 
pent and believe the gofpel ; that 
faints fhould grow in love and 
faithfulnefs ; that Chrilt fhould be 
fatisfied in feeing ot the travail of 
his foul, in the profperity of Zi- 
on, and that Ged fhould be glo- 
rified. Thefe are things which 
engage his heart. But moft men 
have defires which particularly 
refpect themfelves; fo has the 
Chriftian, and this defire is pecu- 
liar to him, and is worthy of par- 
ticular notice. It may be thus ex- 
prefled : The people of God have 
no defires fo great, and make no 
prayers fo fervently, re{peding them- 
Selves, as this, that God would rece 
tify their hearts. * Create in me 


a clean heart, O God, and renew | 
The 


a right fpirit within me.’ 


evidence of the truth afferted, will | 
be feen and felt by the Chriftian | 
reader, while he attends to the fol- | 


lowing confiderations. 

1. The people of God are 
cceply impreffed with a fenfe of 
their depravity of heart, for they 
are fandtified but in part, while 





in this life; they have a much | 


greater fenfe of this, than others 
can have. Their fenfe of their 
own wickednefs, and corruption, 
is greater than the impenitent fin- 
ner has, under the moft powerful 
convictions, that he is capable of 
receiving, though not ufually at- 
tended with fuch terror and ma- 
lignity. ‘The impenitent de not 
hate fin, and fee its awful deform- 
ity, as the Chriftian does; they 
dread moft of all its fearful con- 
fequences, in the wrath which 
they apprehend it will bring upon 
them. But Chriftians have a more 
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al fenfe, by which they perceive 


the evil of fin, and its deteftable 
nature, and cannot but ablior it, 
froma view of its native maligni- 
ty : it offends their feelings, in 


the fame way as filth and uglinefs 


offend our natural fenfes ; and 
therefore it appears to them hate- 
ful, in a different fenfe, and toa 
far greater degree, than it can to 
any other men. They ¢ hate every 
evil and falfe way.’ Befides; In 
confequence of this fenfe of the 
deformity of fin, and the difhonor 
it cafts on God, they have a 
quick difcernment of it, and difs 
cover it in athoufand inftances, 


which moft of mankind account 


innocent things. ‘This deformity 
they know to be fin, as_ readily 
as our eyes can diltingulfh ugli- 
nefs from beauty: by this they 
are fo furnifhed, that they can 
difcover depravity in themfelves, 
in a thoufand inftances, in which 
others would have no idea of 
uilt. 

They alfo have a fenfe of holi- 
nefs, and moral beauty, which 
others have not; and this aflilts 
them more immediately to per- 
ceive the difference between holi- 


nefs and depravity of heart, by 


a kind of fpiritual difcernment, ~ 


much as we diftinguifh colors by 
our eyes. If fin were feen alone, 
it would lofe half its deformity ; 
but believers feeing it in contraft 


with holinefs, behold it in a juft 


light, and it appears exceedingly 


finful. And this moral fenfe, by 
which they more readily know 
both good and evil, helps them, 
by this contraft, to a quick dif- 
cernment of fin, under almoft any 
difguife it may aflume. This 
moral fenfe is the anointing of the 
hely Gheit, and with this dif. 
cernment and experience, how is 
it poflible but that Chriftians, 


imperfect in this life, fhould be 
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fenfible of it, and be deeply affect- 
ed with the evil of it ? And hence 
it comes to pafs, that while the 
Pharifee congratulates himfelf be- 
fore God on his goodnefs, the 

hriftian fearce raifes his eyes to- 
wards heaven, {mites on his breaft, 
and fays, ‘God be merciful to 
me a finner :’ 
he had a glorious manifeltation of 
the holinefs of God, cries out, ‘I 
have heard of thee by the hearing 


of the ear, but now mine eye | 
abhor | 


feeth thee, wherefore I 


or like Job, when | 


The Chriftian’s defire and prayer. 





myfelf, and repent in duft and | 


afhes.? 


are not unwilling to come to the 
light ; but they look to God to 
fearch them, and try them: they 
watch their own hearts with dili- 


Further: The people of God 


gence, that they may know them. | 


felves, and hence they continually 
deteét their depravity, working 
in them § againtt the law of their 
minds, bringing them into fub- 
jection to the law of fin.’? This 
they find is in them at all times, 
in one fhape or another. Some- 
times they difcover it in an im- 
proper regard to the things of 
this world, and a difficulty in re- 
figning all to the divine difpofal. 
Sometimes m an unfpiritual and 
languid frame of mind towards 
God, fo that they cannot be fer- 
vent in their devotions. Sometimes 
inthe eafe by which they fuffer 
themfelves to be furprifed, and 
ed aftray by temptation, to neg- 
le&t their duty and fail into fin. 
Sometimes by an uncomfortable 
dullnefs, and a kind of backward. 
nefs to engage in duty 3 and this 
they find operat j 

ties towards both God 


; relpedti 
A 


} 
, 


fanétuary and the clofet. ¢ When 
they would do rood, evil is pre . 
ent with them.’ Inallthefe things 
they well know that the blame is 


and man, | 


de 
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not to be laid to times and cir. 
cumflances, but to their own de. 
pravity of heart, which is the 
fountain from whence fuch cor. 
rupt ftreams flow. So that Chrif. 
tiar's are deeply impreffed witha 
fenfe of their depravity, which ig 
one thing neceflary to make them 
earneft, that their hearts fhould 

be reétified. 
2. This remaining depravity of 
heart is to the people of God 
their greateft burden. They can- 
not be indifferent towards that, 
which appears with fuch hideous 
deformity as fin, and fo malignant 
in its nature. They abhor it 
wherever it appears, and are moft 
fenfibly affe@ted, when they find 
it in themfelves; and efpecially 
becaufe it is always in them, and 
prefents them on every ferious 
reflection with the view of fuch 
aconitant offence. Other things 
fometimes appear painful, and 
they may endure fiery trials ; 
but this is a conflant burden, and 
ven under other afflictions, the 
difcoveries of their own wicked. 
nefs and uatraGtablenefs, are of- 
ten the bittereit ingredient in 
their cup. This 1s the cloud 
that feparates them from behold- 
ing the glory of God, darkens 
their profpeéts, deprives them of 
much tpiritual enjoyment, injures 
their ufefuluefs, aad makes them 
go mourning all the day long; 
and they know that it is this, 
they are not ignorant of the gall 
which gives bitternels to their 
fouls. "They know it is their own 
fin, and cry ‘O wretched man 
that Iam! who {hall deliver me 
from the body of this death? 
And this alfo is neceffary to ren- 
der Chriftians carneit that their 
hearts thould be reified, viz. that 
d feel their remaining 


they fhou! e 

depravity to be a grievous bur- 
q 
den. 
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3. Believers feel fenfible that a 
deliverance from this burden would 
give them the greateft relief of 
any thing which they can con- 
template. It would be a relief, 
if they could be delivered from 
the various afflictions to which 
they are fubjeét, in common with 
others, in this world; but it 
would be next to heaven itfelf to 
be delivered from wickednefs of 
heart. This would fo oper their 
lips, that their mouths would 
fhow forth the praifes of their 
Lord. And on this account they 
thank God, through Jefus Chrift, 
that the bleffed deliverance is ap- 
proaching, and that when abfent 
from the body, they fhall be pref- 


ent with the Lord, and fhall be | 
transformed into his image, and » 


be like him when they fee him as 
he is. The Chriftian knows thata 
clean heart would qualify him to 


idences, to enjoy God, and enjoy 


himfelf in prayer, and in all duty | 


and intercourfe with his Maker 
and Redeemer. And a fenfe of 
the relief and enjoyment it would 
give, to be delivered from all wick- 
ednefs of heart, is another thing 


calculated to render Chriftians . 


earneit, that their hearts fhould be 
fanétified more and more. 

4. That this is the Chrittian’s 
greateft defire, refpeGing him- 
felf, may be evident to him, and 
to his moft intimate acquaintance, 
to whom he unbofoms himfelf 
freely, by remarking how he ftrives, 
watches, and ufes the inftituted 
means of grace for this end. Could 
we look into the Chriftian’s heart, 
and fee all that paffes there, and 
what his views are in ufing the 
meansof grace, we fhould fee, that 
as they refpect himfelf, they are to 
have his heart fan&ified, that he 
might be furnifhed the better to 
ferve God, and his fellow men: 

Vor. TV. No. 12. 
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for this he reads, hears, prays and 
meditates ; calls himfelf to a fre. 
quent and ftrict account, and 
watches his own heart, out of 
which are the iffues of life. 

5. The people of God feel their 
dependance on him to cleanfe and 
renew their hearts. They are 
fully fenfible, by the word of 
God, and their own experience, 
that their objet will never be at. 
tained, without the fpecial influ- 
ence of the holy Ghoft, and that 
it is God, who muft work in them, 
both to will and todo. They 
know that their depravity will 
baffle all their attempts to deftroy 
it of themfelves ; they have learn- 
ed that he, who trufteth in his 
own heart, isa fool, and they 
know where to apply, and whence 
alone they can receive an abund- 
ant relief. This is calculated to 


_ lead them to be earneft in prayer, 
enjoy fabbaths, ordinances, prov- ' 


that God would fan&tify their 
hearts. 

6. And that Chriftians de thus 
earneftly apply unto God, with 
greater importunity for this, than 
for any other bleflings upon them- 
felves, muft be evident from the 
things already noticed, and from 
confidering attentively the prayers 
of the people of God for them- 


| felves, which are recorded in the 


bible. The words already men- 
tioned, * Create in me a clean 
heart, and renew a right fpirit 
within me,’ may be confidered as 
a {pecimen of the numerous pray- 
ers of David on this fubje&. Our 
Lord teaches us to pray, fayings 
‘ Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.” It was 
his own prayer for his difciples, 
‘ Sanctify them thro’ thy truth.’ 
‘And this is the will of God, 
even our fanétification.’ The ob- 
ject of Chrift in coming into the 
world was ‘to fave his people 
from their fins,’ and this is the 


Kkk 










































450 Thoughis on Luke xxii. 22. 


Ghoft. From all we have confid- | 


ered, it appears, that it is, and 


ought to be the greatett defire, | 


and moft fervent prayer of the 
people of God, refpecting them- 
felves, that God would rectify 
their hearts. 

The confiderations we have 
been led to notice, may imprefs 
this idea upon the attentive reader, 
that if he has ordinarily any de- 
fires refpeCting himfelf, greater 
than deliverence from fin, and 
growth in grace, he is yet a ftran- 
ger to real chriftianity. Some 
readers perhaps well know, that 
they are really more anxious for 
fome temporal concerns—the fup- 
port aid credit of themfelves and 
families, than for eminence in ho- 
linefs, and the comforts of a pious 
family ; but alas they know not 
what they do. 

There is another defcription of 
people, who are indeed anxious 
to be faved from the wrath to 
come; they are convinced that 
wrath is infeparably connected 
with continuance in fin, and on 
this account, they dread it, and 
earneftly defire a deliverance from 
it. But there isa wide difference 
between this, and a direét abhor- 
rence of fin itfelf, as being hateful 
and odious, and the moift that 
their conduct proves, is that they 
are not altogether ilupid in their 
fiw. Let me clofe with an ad- 
drefs to truly pious readers. You 








are ferioufly imprefied with a | 


fenfe of the greatnefs of your de- 
pravity, you love holinefs, and 
long and itrive and pray for per- 
fection in it 5 nothing refpecting 
yourfelves, fo greatly intcrefts 
your hearts and calls forth your 
exertions ; and becaufe you are 
fometimes almoft ready to fink 
under the burden of fin, and the 
{mall proficiency you make in 








[Juns. 


fpecial office work of the holy | grace, let me lead you to fomeen- 


couraging confiderations.—-Con. 
fider what God has already done 
for you, in giving you this moral 
fenfe, by which you fee the de. 
formity of fin, and the beauty of 
holinefs, and in making fin a bur. 
den to you, and leading you fo 
earneftly to defire a clean heart, 
This is a great mercy, and when 
you confider that fo much is al. 
ready done for you, it furnithes 
you with much encouragement to 
confidence in God; you have in 
this tafted that the Lord is good. 
Confider alfo, that your labors 
for fanctification are not vain, but 
are the neceffary, and appointed 
means of your proficiency in ho- 
linefs ; and give all diligence to 
make you calling and election 
fure.—Confider further, the cov- 
enant engagements and faithful- 
nefs of God.—Aud finally, be 
encouraged to work out your 
own falvation, with fear and trem- 
bling, by the fupporting confide 
eration, that itis Ged that work- 
eth in you, both to will and to 
do. 


EPIPOTHESIS. 





To rue Epitors or THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


Thoughts on Luke xxii. 22. 
« And truly the Son of Man 


goeth, as it was determined of 
him ; but woe unto that man by 
whom he is betrayed.” 


HESE are the words of the 
Lord Jefus on that folemn 

night, in which he was betrayed 
into the hands of finners While 
he was eating the lait paflover with 
his difciples, he informed them, 
that he was about to be betrayed 
and put to death, and that even 
one of them would be guilty of 


= 








1804. ] 
this vile treachery. But to fup- 


port his real friends under this 
peculiar and diftrefling trial, he 
tells them, that the * Son of 
man goeth, as it was determined 
of him ;’’ teaching them, that 
however dark and painful this 
event might appear, yet it had 
been before determined in the 
divine counfels, and therefore was 
neceflary to accomplith the wife 
and benevolent purpofe of Jeho- 
vah. ‘ But woe, fays he, unto 
that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed ;”’ plainly evinc- 
ing, that great would be the guilt 
and punifhment of this traitor. 
This paflaze of f{cripture refers 
to one of the moft wonderful and 
important events, which ever took 
place in our world. It may there- 
fore fuggeft fome interefting and 
ufeful remarks. 

1. The death of Chrift is an 
event, which has been productive 
of unfpeakable good to the uni- 
verfe. It has made the cleareft 
and brightetft difplay of the divine 
charatter and perfeGtions which 
has ever been exhibtted. The 
wifdom of God has been won- 
derfully difplayed in contriving 
the way of redemption, in which 
the divine law and government 
have been fupported, fin difcoun- 
tenanced, and yet penitent finners 
pardoned and faved. In this way 
the fubtle devices of Satan have 
been defeated, and overruled to 
anfwer benevolent purpofes, and 
good has been brought out of 
fin, that worft of evils. 

The inflexible juftice of God 
and hisoppofition to fin have been 
ftrikingly manifefted in the death 
of the Lord Jefus. For as God 
{pared not his well-beloved Son, 
when he took the place of fin- 
ners, but inflicted upon him the 
moit dreadful fufferings ; it fhews 
his immutable juftice and oppofi- 
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tion to fin, and his fixed determi- 
nation to fupport the authority 
of his law and government. The 
unfpeakable grace and mercy of 
God, confifting in the exercife of 
goodnefs to the miferable and ill. 
deferving, have been peculiarly 
manifefted in the infinite gift of 
the Saviour, in pardoning {inners 
through him, and making them 
heirs of eternal life. In thefe 
and various other ways the death 
of the Lord Jefus has been the 
means of bringing out the divine 
perfections to the view of creas 
tures, and fo has been conducive 
to the glory of God, and to the 
happinefs of all the inhabitants of 
heaven. For a view of the di- 
vine perfections is one chief fource 
of the felicity of all holy beings. 
The feriptures therefore teach, 
that unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places is 
known by the church the mani- 
fold wifdom of God ; and that 
the angels defire to look into thefe 
things.” 

The death of Chrift is alfo pro- 
dutive of infinite good, as it has 
been, and will be, the means of 
faving millions of mankind from 
everlaiting deltruction, and of in- 
troducing them into unfpeakable 
and eternal felicity. Tor had it 
not been for the death of the Sa- 
viour, not a fingle individual of 
the human race could ever have 
been faved. 

2. It appears, that the death 
of the Lord Jefus was determin- 
ed or foreordained in the divine 
purpofes. This is evident from 
plain declarations of facred writ. 
—It was exprefsly predicted in 
the Old ‘Teftament, that the Sa- 
viour or Mefliah fhould thus die. 
It is faid, Ifa. litt. ** He was 
wounded for our tranfyreffions, 
he was bruifed for our iniquities. 
He was cut off out of the land 
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of the living. He made his grave 
with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death.”? And in Dan- 
iel it is declared that * the Mef- 
fiah fhall be cut off, but not for 
himfelf.”?> Since the death of 
Chrift was thus plainly foretold, 
in thefe and many other paflages 
of the word of God, it certainly 
mutt have been foreordained in 
the counfels of the unchangeable 
Jehovah. Accordingly it is ex- 
prefsly declared by the voice of 
infpiration, that he was * deliv- 
ered by the determinate counfel 
ard foreknowledge of God ;” 
and that “ Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
people of Ifrael, were gathered 
together againit thy holy child 
Jefus, for to do whatfoever thy 
hand and thy counfel determined 
before to be cone.” Peter alfo 
in his firft epiftle, {peaking of be- 
ing redeemed by the precious 
blood of Chrift, fays, «* Who ve- 
rily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world.”” And 
in Revelation he is called the 
¢¢ Lamb flain from the foundation 
of the world,”’ becaufe his death 
was fixed inthe purpofes and view 
of God from the beginning of the 
world, or from eternity. Again, 
it is faid, that Chritlians were 
chofen in Chrift before the foun- 
dation of the world, which plain- 
ly thews, that his death, by which 
they are faved, was eternally de- 
termined upon in the counfels of 
God. The Lord Jefus therefore 
declared, “* And truly the Son of 
man goeth, as it was determined 
of him.”’? From thefe and other 
exprefs declarations of fcripture, 
it is evident, that the death of the 
Lord Jefus was foreordained in 
the immutable and eternal pur- 
pofes of Jehovah. 

Befides, fince the death of 
Chrift is a matter of fuch infinite 
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impertance to the glory of God, 
and the eternal happinefs of man. 
kind, it is certain from reafon and 
the divine perfeétions, afide from 
exprefs declarations of {cripture, 
that it muft have been determined, 
or foreordained by the omnif- 
cient unchangeable Jehovah, “who 
worketh all things after the coun- 
fel of his own will, and to whom 
all his works are known from the 
beginning.” 

3- It appears from the facred 
feriptures, that thofe who were 
concerned in bringing about the 
death of the Saviour, were very 
criminal. The great guilt of Ju- 
das in thus bafely betraying his 
Lord and Matter is evident from 
his own confeflion. His con- 
ference filled him with fuch guilt 
and horror for his wickeduefs, 
that he brought back his thirty 
pieces of ill gotten filver, faying, 
‘© T have finned, in that I have 
betrayed innocent blood.” The 
money which he received for his 
treachery is called “the reward 
of iniquity.” His great wicked- 
nefs is alfo manifeit from the 
| dreadful denunciations againithim. 
| It is declared by the Lord Jefus 
| himfelf, “* Woe uato that man 
| by whom the Son of man is be- 
|trayed: it had been good for 
| that man if he had not been 
born.” He is called “a devil, 
and the fon of perdition.” And 
as a token of God’s awful dif- 
pleafure again{t his peculiar wick. 
ednefs, he was permitted ina fit 
of defparation to go and hang him- 
felf. « And falling headlong he 
burft afunder in the midit and all 
his bowels gufhed out.”” Thefe va- 
rious confiderations clearly preve 
the great guilt of Judas. It is alfo 
equally evident from the word of 
God, that the Jews and Pilate 


were very criminal in putting to 











death the Saviour. For it is ex- 
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refsly declared, that “with wick. | 
ed hands they took and crucified 


the determinate counfel and fore- 


knowledge of God ;” and “ He- 


him.”” The Jews are fpoken of | rod, and Pontius Pilate, with the 


as being very criminal for being | 


Gentiles and people of Ifrael were 


the murderers and betrayers of | | gathered together againft the ho- 


the holy and jufl One; and it 1s 
faid, that wrath was come upon | 
them to the uttermoft for killing | 
the Lord Jefus, and their own 
prophets. 


unto thee hath the greater fin ;” 
fhewing that Pilate was criminal 


death, but that his fin was not 
fo aggravated as that of Judas 
and the Jews, who delivered him 


up to Pilate. It is evident then | 


from exprefs declarations of fcrip- 
ture, that Judas and thofe, who 
were concerned in betraying and 
murdering the Lord of glory were 
very criminal. 

4- But it may be here inquired, 
how they could be criminal or de- 


ferving of punifhment in thus | 


bringing about the deathof Chritt, 
when it was foreordained, that he 
fhould be thus put to death ? 


In anfwer to this inquiry, it | 


may be obferved, 


ift, It is certain from exprefs _ 


declarations of fcripture, as well 


as from the divine perfeétions, | 


that the death of the Lord Jefus 


was predetermined in the eternal 


countels of the uhchangeable Je- | 


hovah. And it is equally certain 
from the plaineft declarations of 
God’s word, that Judas, the Jews 


and Pilate were guilty of great | 


wickednefs in betraying and put- 
ting him to death. We cannot 
deny either of thefe propofitions 
without flatly contradidting the 
moit exprefs affertions of divine 
infpiration. Can any one who 


believes the holy feriptures deny, | 


that the death of Chrift was fore- 
ordained ; when it is plainly de- 
clared, that he was “ delivered by 


And Jefus faid to— 
Pilate, “‘ He that delivered me | 


yy child Jefus ; for to do what 
God’s hand and counfel deter. 
| mined before to be done?” Or 
| cana believer of fcripture deny, 


him to death, were criminal or 
| finful ; when it is exprefsly af- 


| ferted, that with ** wicked hands. 
in fome degree for putting him to | 


| he was taken, crucified,and flain,”’ 
| and when Judas confeffed that he 
| had finned in betraying innocent 
blood ? Should it then even be al- 
lowed, that we were not able 
fully to difcern how perfons could 
| be criminal for doing what God’s 
‘hand and counfel before deter- 


| mined to be done; yet this would 
| be no certain evidence, that it 


was not the cafe. For there are 
many truths refpe€ting the per- 
fetions and operations of God, 
which are quite above our come 
| prehenfion. ‘Thus it is certain 
'from fcripture and reafon, that 
God has exifted from eternity, 
| without any beginning or caufe 
of his exiflenee. Every rational 
mind muft affent to this truth, 
and yet nothing can be more in- 
comprehenfible than the eternal 
uncaufed exiftence of Jehovah. 
It is certain from fcripture, that 
Jefus Chrift was both God and 
man, in two diftinét natures, but 
one perfon. But how the divine 
and human natures could be thus 
united in one perfon is quite above 
our comprehenfion. Or whocan 
fully comprehend, how fpirit can 
operate upon matter, or a volition 
' of the foul move the limbs of our 
| bodies ? Suppofing therefore, that 
we were wholly unable to com- 
prehend how we could be criminal 
in doing what God had foreor- 
dained ; yet it would no more 


that thofe who betrayed and put. 
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prove that this was not the cafe, 
than our being unable to eompre- 
hend God’s eternity, or the di- 
vine and human natures in the 
perfoa of Jefus Chrift, would be 
proof againit thefe truths 5 oF 
than our being unable to fee, 
how the foul caa aét upon the 
body, will prove, that we have no 
foul. But, 

2d, Perhaps by candidly at- 
tending to the fubject we may fee, 
how Judas and the others con- 
cerned in the death of the Saviour 
were free agents and criminal in 
doing what ‘ God’s hand and 
counfel befure determined to be 
done.” Free agency or accoun- 
tability implies a power of choof- 
ing as we pleafe, and of acting as 
we choofe. When therefore a 
rational perfon, in view of mo- 
tives, voluntarily choofes any ob- 
yet or courfe of conduét, he is a 
free and accountable agent. And 
if he voluntarily purfues finful 
courfes to gratify his wicked tem- 
per, he is evidently criminal. To 
apply thefe obfervations to the 
prefent fubject: Judas was not 
compelled to betray his Lord and 
Matter againft his choice and in- 
clinaticn. But he went freely, of 
his owa accord, to the chief 
pricits, and offered to betray Je- 
fus for thirty pieces of filver, and 
he volustarily conducted the band 
which feized him, to the garden, 
where Jefus was wont ‘to refort. 
He was guilty of this bafe treach- 
ery for the fake of filthy lucre, 
or to gratify his covetous difpofi- 
tion. The chicf priclts and el- 
ders voluntarily convened to con- 
fult, how they might take Jefus, 
and put him to death. And they 
were perfectly voluntary in giving 
Judas the thirty pieces of filver 
—in fending a band to take him, 
and in importuning Pilate to cru 


eify him. They thus fought his 
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death to gratify their envious, ma- 
licious feelings towards him. Pi. 
late alfo, contrary to every princi. 
ple of juftice and humanity, chofe 
to condemn and put him to death 
in order to pleafe the chief priefts 
and elders, fecure the favor and 
{top the clamors of the multitude, 
and thus promote his own private, 
felfith intereft. It is evident from 
thefe confiderations, that thefe 
perfons were very criminal in be- 
traying and murdering the Lord 
of glory, although they thus did 
“what God’s hand aad counfel 
determined before to be done.” 
For in doing it, they were free 
and voluntary— ated from a wick. 
ed temper and motives, and had 


no regard to the will or purpofe 
of God. And although they ful- 


tilled his purpofes and predictions, 
yet they ‘* meant not fo; neither 
did their heart think fo.”? But 
they were wholly a¢tuated by a 
felfifh and finful temper. 

5. It may be again inquired, 
how it was juft to confider thofe 
concerned in the death of the 
Lord Jefus, as criminal and deferv- 
ing of punifhment ; when in doing 
it, they brought about an event, 
which has been produétive of fo 
much good in promoting the glory 
of God and happinefs of man- 
kind. 

Tt may be obferved in anfwer 
tothis, that criminality or ill-de- 
fert confifts in the temper or mo- 
tives from which we att, and not 
in the confequences, which, thro’ 
divine interpofition may flow from 
our aétions. For inftance, fup- 
pofe that a phyfician gave a pa- 
tient a dofe of poifon with an in- 
tention to deftroy his life ; but the 
poifon inftead of deftroying him 
was unexpetedly the means of cur- 
ing him of fome troublefome and 
dangerous diforder. In this cafe it 
isevident, that the phyfician would 
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be very criminal, and even a mur- 
derer in the fight of God, fince 
he defigned to take the life of 
the patient; although contrary 
to his intention, it proved the 
means of great good to him. 
God’s overruling the murderous 
attempt of the phyfician for good, 
does not render his intention at all 
the lefs criminal. So although 
the death of Chrift has been over- 
ruled for unfpeakable good ; yet 
it was contrary to the intention of 
thofe, who procured his death. 
They had no defign to bring about 
this great good in promoting the 
glory of God, and happinefs of 
his kingdom, but they were a&- 
ing in dire& oppofition to thefe. 
It is evident therefore, that they 
were as criminal and ill-deferving, 
as though God had not overruled 
it to anfwer any good purpofes. 
For his bringing good out of their 
wickednefs, did not in the leaft 
alter their wicked temper and de- 
figns, in which their criminality 
confifted. 

A few of the reflections, fug- 
gefted by the fubjeét, will now be 
briefly noticed. 

sft. The fubje& clearly thews, 
that the divine decrees or foreor- 
dination are not at all inconfiftent 
with our free agency or account- 
ability and criminality. For the 
{criptures exprefsly declare, that 
Jefus was ‘ delivered by the de- 
terminate counfel and foreknowl- 
edge of God,” and that in put- 
ting him to death, they “ did what 
God’s hand and counfel determin- 
ed before to be done,” and yet 
that * with wicked hands he 
was taken, crucified, and flain.’’ 
When therefore perfons objec, 
as many do, that if God decrees 
or foreordains whatfoever comes to 
pa/s, mankind cannot be free 
agents or criminal for any of their 





the fcriptures, and are eppofing, 
not merely the reafonings of men, 
but the plaineft declarations of the 
word of God. If any affert, that 
foreordination is inconfiftent with 
our being criminal for our wrong 
conduct ; they go direétly in the 
face of fcripture, which declares, 
that with wicked hand they took 
and crucified the Saviour, altho’ 
it was what God’s hand and coun- 
fel determined before to be done. 
It is certain therefore, if the bible 
is true, that perfons may be crim- 
inal for doing what is decreed or 
foreordained—And thofe, who 
deny this truth, ought to take 
heed left haply they be found 
fighting againft God, and rejc& 
his counfel againf{ themfelves. 

2d. The fubject teaches, that 
God’s bringing good out of the 
evil conduct of the wicked, and 
overruling all events forthe promo- 
tion of his glory and the happinefs 
of his kingdom, affords no excufe 
or encouragement for fin. For 
although God will thus caufe the 
wrath and wickednefs of man to 
praife him, contrary to the defigns 
of the wicked ; yet this, as already 
fhewn, does not alter their motives 
and intentions, in which their 
criminality confifts, and fo cannot 
leflen their guilt, or afford them 
any excufe. The impenitent alfo 
will as certainly be punifhed for all 
their fins, as though they were 
not overruled for any good. For 
it is declared, that God will ren- 
der “ indignation and wrath, trib- 
ulation and anguifh to every foul 
that doth evil’—that the Lord 
Jefus will take vengeance on them 
that obey not the gofpel, who 
fhall be punifhed with everlafting 
deftruGion—that they fhall re- 
ceive according to the deeds done 





in the body, and that without ho- 
| linefs no man fhall fee the Lord. 
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‘idea of God’s overruling all things 


for wife and good purpofes can 
afford no encouragement to i- 
dulge in fin, fince this will not in 


the leaft leffen the guilt, danger, 


“or punifhment of the impenitent. 

And if any are difpofedto take 
encouragement from it to live in 
‘fin, and to fay, “ Let us do evil, 
that good may come ;”’ it mani- 
‘felts, that they are the fervants of 
fin, in the gall of bitternefs and 
bonds of iniquity, and in the 
broad road to deftruction. 


God worketh all things after the 
counfel of his own will, overrules 
them to anfwer the wifeft and beft 
purpofes, and will bring good out 
of all the evils which take place in 
the univerfe, muft afford the great- 
eft fupport and confolations to all 
the truly pious or benevolent. 
For amidft all the evils, troubles, 
confufions and darknefs of the 
prefent ftate, they may refle@, 
that a God of perfe&t wifdom 
and benevolence is at the head of 
the univerfe—is carrying into ex- 
ecution his wife and benevolent 
purpofes, and will render every 
event conducive to his glory and 
the beft good of his univerfal king- 
dom. How calm and peaceful 
will fuch confiderations render the 
friends of God under the moft dark 
and threatening appearances ?>— 
Their hearts may be fixed, trufting 
inGod. They are fafe in every fit- 
uation. All things in this life are 
working together for their good, 
And death will be their unfpeak- 
able gain, will remove them from 
every trouble and forrow to man- 
fions of endlefs peace and joy: 
Finally, the fubjed&t thews the 
wretched, and dangerous ftate of 
the impenitent. T'hcy have no 
part or lot in thefe infinite blef- 
fings, nor any rcal fource of 
comfort and fupport under the 








evils and troubles of life, or in the 
trying hour of death. For they 
are in a ftate of rebellion and Op- 
pofition againft the infinite Jeho. 
vah—under his awful difpleafure, 
and expofed to all the dreadful 
threatenings of his holy word. 
He can eafily blaft all their prof. 
pects—will difappoint their at. 
tempts again{t his caufe and peo. 
ple, and overwhelm them in un. 
{peakable and everlafting wretch- 


ednefs, if they hold out in their 
i Phe ‘cnntderstion, ‘thet (See ofition, « Let the pottherd 
3d. e contideration, 


ftrive with the potfherds of the 
earth : but woe unto him that 
ftriveth with his Maker.” It is 
in vain, O finners, to contend 
with the Almighty by oppofing 
his law, government, or the truths 
of his word. How eafily can he 
crufh you and all your feeble at- 
tempts beneath the weight of his 
Almighty vengeance, and fink 
you down to remedilefs perdition ? 
“« Can your heart endure, or your 
hands be ftrong ; when he fhall 
come out in judgment againit 
you ?”? * Confider this, ye that 


| forget God, left he tear you in 
| pieces, and there be none to deliv. 
er.” Do not deftroy yourfelves 


by ftanding ont in your impeni- 
tence and oppofition. But “ Be 
ye reconciled unto God.” = * Ac- 
quaint now yourfelves with him 
and be at peace, and thereby good 
fhall come unto you.” 

H. '‘E. 
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«‘ But many that are firft fhall 
be laft ; and the lait firit.” 


HIS isa phrafe of which 
zi the divine Saviour made ule, 
on feveral occafions, and with 
reference alfo to many events 
brought out to view, under the 
government of an all-wife God. 
It is a kind of aphorifm, refpect- 


“in 


nt te 
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ing God’s method of governing , 
intelligent creatures. He, who) 
liveth forever, whofe dominion is 
an everlafting dominion, and 
whofe kingdom is from generation 
to generation, governs the uni- 
verfe in fuch a way, as that the 
pride of all human glory will be 
completely ftained, and the be- 
nevolence of the benevolent un- 
queftiouably proved, and conf{pic- 
uoufly manifefted. This ftaining | 
of the pride of human glory, and | 
this trial of benevolence, will be | 
brought about, among other 
ways, by God’s caufing many 
that are firft to be laft, and the 
laft firit. The Moi High rul. | 
eth overall his creatures, and al- 
lotteth their refpective portions. 
He exalteth, and he abafeth 
whom he will, and in whatever 
way he will; treating each one, 
at the fame time, according to his 
character. 

The following things may be | 
noticed as illuftrating the idea | 
communicated by the Saviour in | 
the words, propofed as the guide | 
of our meditations in this Effay. 

1. The Saviour’s declaration 
has been moft {trikingly verified 
in the Jews. By takinga retro- | 
{pcctive view of their hittory, we | 
may fee an inftance of God’s cauf- 
ing the firft to be lait. The chil- 
dren of Ifracl, or the nation of 
the Jews, defeended from Jacob, 
the fecond and young ft fon of 
Ifaac. It is well known, that 
the eldeft fon, in the days of the 
patriarchs, enjoyed peculiar privi | 
leges and advantages, by birth. | 
Thefe privilezes are defignated in | 
the feriptures, by the term, dirth | 
right. From the two fons of 
Itaac {prang two nations, and it 
was particularly foretold, that the | 


elder fhou'd ferve the younger. | 


the children being not yet born, nei- 
ther having done good or evil, that 


the purpofe of Gud according to elec 


tion mizht fland, not of works, Lut 
of him that calleth, it was faid un- 
to her, The elder fhall ferve the 


younger. sit is written, Facob 


have L loved, but Efau have I ha- 
ted.” The apoftle, probably, 
had particular reference to the 
two nations which fprang from 
thefe two men. In the origin of 
the Jews, therefore, we may fee 
a faét which verifies the Saviour’s 


declaration. ‘“ The elder feall 


Jerve the younger ;” that is, the 


firft fhall be lait, and the laft firft, 
In the accomplifhment of this 
event, the pride of human glory 
was ftained. He who held the 
firft and moft henorable rank, in 
human eflimation, was placed by 
the great Governor of the world, 
in a fituation far inferior to the 
younger. Compared with the 
children of Lfracl, what were the 
defcendants of Efau? In this 
comparifon they were a contempt. 
ible people. Let this fact be no- 
ted as one inftance, where God fo 
ordered in his providence as to 
make the firft lafl, and the latt 
firft. 

Following the hiftory of the 
Jews from the time of their being 
chofen, as God’s peculiar people, 
until their final difperfion, we 
fhall fee the fame declaration veri- 
fied in another way. From the 
calling of Abraham to the time 
God gave up the Jews to {piritual 
blindnefs, and rejected them from 
being his people, was a fpace of 
nearly two thoufand years. Dur 
ing this long period, the Jews 
were exalted to heaven in point of 
privilees. They were fingled 
out from all the nations of the 
earth to receive the favors of 


To this fact the apoftle refers in| God. By the hand of the Moft 
Rom. ix. 11. 12. 13. “ Jor! High they were led, asa tender 


Vou. SV No. 12. 


Lill 



















































































































458 


parent leads his child ; and by his 
mouth they were faithfully in- 
ftru@ted and warned. ‘To them 
were committed the oracles of 
God. To them folcly pertained 
the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenant, and the giving of 
the law, andthe fervice of God, 
and the promifes. Unto them 
exclufively were all divine maut- 
fellations made ; and unto them 
were all the prophets fent- “They 
were nourifhed and brought up as 
children, and educated in the hab- 
it of believing they were the peo- 
ple of God, and highly favored 
of the Lord. In addition to all 
affured of the coming of Chrift, 
and abundantly forewarned of the 
gofpelday. When the Saviour 
appeared, he was born in the 
midtt of them, trained up as one 


of thcir number, and finally be- | 


gan and completed his miniftry 
among them. In their hearing 

. . . © 
his doctrines were dclivered, and 
before their eyes his miracles were 
wrought. On them, in particu- 
lar, hecalled ; and over them he 
wept. With all thefe advantages, 
it would be natural to fuppofe the 
Jews would be the firft to ac- 
knowledge Chrilt, and 
brace his gofpel. But though 
they were the ff to hear the 
gofpel, yet as a nation they have 
not even yet received it 3 yea, 


they have continued in an obtfti- | 
nate rejection of it to this day. | 


Flow mytterious is the thought, 
that this people fhould be fingled 
out by God for the enjoyment of 
fuch privileges, for the {pace of 
nearly two thoufand years, all of 
which pointed cireétly tothe com- 
ing of Chrift, and were prepara- 
tory to that event ; and after all, 
that they fhould reject Chrift as 


foon as he appeared ! Individuals | dingd 
among the Jews, itis true, belies | drcz 
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ved on Chrift; but, as a nation, 
they rejected and crucified him. 
While the gofpel was a ftumbling 
block to the Jews, it fpread rap. 
idly among the Gentiles, who 
had always been groping in dark. 
nefs.—What fhall we fay to thefe 
things ? Weare conftrained from 
fact to fay, that many who are 
Jirft, or the moft highly exalted in 
regard to privileges, may be the 
laff to be benefited by them. 
Many who, in human view, ftand 
the neareft to God may be the 
laf to give their hearts to him. 
Onthe other hand, maay whofe 


privileges are comparatively few, 
this, by their prophets they were | 


‘ down in heart before him. 


who rarely have opportunities to 
hear the gofpel, and who appa- 
rently fland at a great diftance 
from God, may be the fir/ to fall 
Thefe 


, obfervations are, by no means, 


' 


dcligned to encourage a negleé& 


of the means of inftruction; but 


in Lfrael. 


they are made to fhow in what 
light we are to view external privie 
leges, when unaccompanied by 
the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
A comparifon of the tlate of the 
Jews with that of the Gentiles, 
at the time referred to, has very 


_ naturally led to thefe obfervations. 
to ¢cm- | 


The former were the firft as privi- 
leges were refpected, the firft to 
hear the gofpel, and the lait to 
embrace it. ‘Fhis was corref- 
pondent with God’s method of 
governing intelligent creatures, 
manifeited in other cafes. When 
the centurion came to Chrift, and 
expreffed great itrength of faith, 
the Saviour conveyed the fame 
idea. Matthew. viii. 11.12. & J 
have not found fo great faith, no not 
And I fay unto you, that 
many fhall come from the eaft and 
eveft, and fhall fit down with Abra- 
ham and Lfuac and Facod in the 
lam of heaven. But the chil- 


of the kingdom hall be caft ous 
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into utter darknefs : there fball be | 
weeping aud gnajking of teeth.” 
We further read, that the Sa- 
viour came unto his own, and his 
own received him not; but, at 
laft, he was found of thofe who | 
fought not after him. Ali thefe 
expreffions, and all thefe facts, | 
with refpect to the Jewifh nation, | 
mott ftrikingly illuttrate the fenti- 
ment conveyed by the words, ' 
“ Many who are firft foall be laft ; 
and the laf firft.” | 

2. We may notice the govern- 
ment of God difplayed in this | 
view, with refpe& to the rich and 
honorable men of the earth. 

In this world, the richand the | 
honorable are the firf. Here, 
they enjoy their good things ; here, | 
they fare fumptuoufly. They have 
great influence, and they rule the 
earth. With the ftaff in their 
hands, they make the poor of the | 
earth do much as they pleafe. | 
There is therefore, an obvious 
fenfe in which the rich and hon- | 
orable are the firit, and the poor, 
the lait. This being admitted, 
the Saviour’s aphorifm refpeéting | 
God’s method of governing in- 
telligent creatures is very natural- | 
ly applicd. By making this ap- | 
plication, it is not defigned to be | 
intimated, that all the rich will | 
hereafter be caft down below the 
poor. Some of the former def- 
cription will, no doubt, be found | 
among the faintsin glory. Chritt | 
doth not fay al/, but many that 
are firft fhall be laft. To apply 
this fentiment to the cafe before 
us, we may fay, Many who, in 
this world, are rich and honora- 
ble fhall be abafed ; while many 
whoare poor and defpifed fhall 
be exalted. To illuitrate this 
truth was oue defign of our Sa- 
viour in uttering the parable of 
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the rich manand Lazarus. The 
rch men was firft in this world, 








and Lazarus was laft ; and when 
they died, the firft was laft, and 
the laft firft. In hell the rich 
man lift up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments, but Lazarus was convey- 
edto Abraham’s bofom. Onan- 
other occafion the Saviour faid, 
‘¢ How hardly fhall they that 


have riches enter into the king- 


| domof God!” Thefame thought 


with refpect to the rich and hon- 
orable is exprefled, in the fcrip- 
tures, ina variety of ways. The 
apoftle Paul, in his firft letter to 
the Corinthians, fays, * Ye fee 


| Jour calling brethren, how that net 


| many wife men afier the fl-fb, not 


many mighty, not many noble are cals 
led. But God hath chofen the fools 
ifh things of the world. to confound 
the wife ; and Gud hath chofen the 
weak things of the world, to cone 


found the things which are mighty : 


And bafe things of the world, and 
| things which are de Spifed, hath God 


\chofen, yea, and things which are 


nat, to bring to nought things that 
are.’ A reafon is thea added : 


|“ That no flcfh fhould glory in bis 


| pre ence.”? 


God governs his crea- 
tures in fuch a way, as that the 
pride of all human glory fhall be 
thoroughly ftained. How ftri- 
king it will be to fee the fcale turn, 
with refpe&t to many of the rich 


‘and poor, at the day of judg- 
| ment ! How mortifying it will be 


to all human pride ! ! Many who 
are diltinguifhed in this world for 
their sidhed and honors, will fee 
fome of their fellow-creatures, who, 
in their flate of pilgrimage, were 
accuttomed to bow before them, 
afcend to glory at the right hand 
of the Saviour; while they them- 
felves will fink down into the pit 
where will be ceafelefs weeping, 
wailing, and gnrafhing of teeth. 
In this fituation, many of the 
rich, fhould they have opportuni- 
ty, will bez and picad that thofe 
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on whom they now look with an 
eye of contempt, might be fuf- 
fered to bring them a little water 
to cool their burning tongues. 
Thento their great mortification, 
they may realize the truth of the 
Saviour’s words, A/any that are 
firft foall be laf. Leaving the rich 
and honorable of the earth, we 
may notice another clafs to whom 
thefe words are applicable. 

3. Many who are the firfl, as 
to religious zeal, may be the latt 
as to real picty. 

Some of the greateit zealots in 
religion may finally prove to be 
nothing but miferable hypocrites ; 
while others who are not half as 
much celebrated for what are cal- 
led religious deeds, may poffefs 
humble, broken hearts. ‘The 
former have the praife of mea, 
the latter the approbation of God. 
It is probable we often judge very 
imperfectly with refpect to the 
characters of thofe who are real 
Chriflians. We may look upen 
perfons to be the moft eminent for 
piety, who are the lcaft fo. A 
great part of what we call religious 
zeal in ourfelves and others may be 
nothing more than hay, wood, and 
ftubble, which muft certainly be 
burnt up. In God’s children, there 
are, no doubt, different degrees of 
grace ; and from the apparent dif- 
ference in their fruit, we readily 
conclude that we fee different de- 
grees of grace. In regard to fome, 
wehavethe flrongeft affurance that 


they are eminently pious ;—of the | 


piety of others, who, perhaps, 
fay for lefs, our hopes are very 
faint. After all, with refpe& to 
thefe perfons, we may, contrary 
to our expeétation, fee the feale 
turn. Many that we concluded 
were firll may prove to be the laf ; 
and the laft, firft. We fometimes 
have opportunity to fee this verifi- 
ed in this world ; and it is prob- 
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| able we may fee much more of it, 
| in that day when the charaters 
| of men fhall be fully declared. 
That the writer of this effay 
has not made a wrong application 
of the Saviour’s words in this par- 
ticular muft be obvious to all after 
attending to the following verfes 
from the 13th of Luke: “ When 
once the maftcr of the boufe is rifen 
up, and hath fhut the door, and ye 
begin to fland without, and to knock 
at the door, faying, Lord, Lord, 
open tous; and he fiall anfwer and 
fay unto yous IT know you not whence 
you are. Then fhall ye begin to fay, 
We have eaten aud drunken in thy 
prefence, and thou haft taught in our 
frees. But, he hall fay, I tell 
you, J know you not whence you 
are 3 depart from me all ye workers 
of iniquity. There fhall be weeping 
and gnafbing of teeth, when y: foall 
fee Abraham and Ifaac and Facob, 
andall the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, and yourfelves thrufl out. 
And they feall come from the eaft 
and from the wefl, and from the 
north and from the fouth, and fball 
fit down in the kingdom of God.” 
The Saviour then applied the fame 
fentiment, which he fo often ex- 
prefled in other cafes, where he 
was illuftrating the government of 
God : “ And, behold, there are 
| laft which frail be firft, and there 
are firft which fhall be laf.” 
| 4+ Thefe words of our Saviour 
may be very naturally applied to 
the kingdoms of this world, com- 
pared with the kingdom of Chrift. 
The kingdoms of this world 
have hitherto been great, fplendid 
and potent, while the kingdom of 
Chrilt has been compofed of com- 
paratively few fubjec&s, feattered 
here and there among the nations 
of the earth, at a diitance from 
each other, feeble in their exer- 
tions, and contemptible in the 


eyes of the world. The king- 
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doms of this world have been the 

firft, and the kingdom of Chrift- 
has been the laft. Reference is — 
now had to the number of their | 
fubje&ts, and to their flourifhing. 

But we have God’s word, which 
is infallible, to affure us that the 
fcale will turn. We may believe, 
without a doubt, that the ftone 
which was fet at nought of the 
builders, for its contemptible ap- 
pearance, will become the head of 
the corner. We may be affured 
alfo that the ftone which was cut 
out of the mountain without 
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a kingdom, which fhall never be de- 
Jrroyed : and the kingdom fhall not 
be left to other people, but it fhall 
break in pieces, and confume all thefe 
kingdoms, and it fhall fland forever.” 
Keeping this thought in mind, 
we {hall be able to underftand the 
nature of the comfort, which the 
Saviour, when on earth, admin- 
iftered to the few, defpifed mer, 
who adhered tohim. ‘ Fear not 
little flock (faid he) for it is your 
Father's good pleafureto give you 
the kingdom.”” What comforting 
words ! The kingdom of which 





hands, fhall break in pieces the 
iron, the brafs, the clay, the fil- 
ver and the gold ; or in other | 
words, the pomp and carnal fplen- | 
dor of the kingdoms of this world; | 
—that this fame flone fhall grow | 
and increafe, become a great | 


mountain, and fill the whole earth. | 
Then, in an important fenfe, will | 
the firft be lait, and the laft firft. | 
Then will the fcale of God’s prov- | 


idence turn, in fuch a way, asef- | 
feQually to ftain the pride of hu- | 
man glory. Had we nothing elfe | 
to look at but paft events, it 1s ac- | 
knowledged, all this would appear | 
very improbable. It would ap-— 
pear very improbable indeed, that 
the kingdoms of this world fhould 
be out-fhone and fwallowed up, 
by the {mall and defpifed king- 
dom of Chrilt. But, the improb- 
ability of this event entirely van- 
ifhes, when we turn off our eyes 
from things which have taken 
place, and look into the holy ferip- 
tures. The kingdom of the Re- 
deemer, which is now the latt, 
fhall finally be the firft. It fhall 
grow and fpread, and fill the 
whole earth ; and not only fo, it 
fhall laft forever and ever. Full 
to this purpofe are the words of 
the prophet Daniel: Chap. ii. 
44. * And in the days of thefe 
kings foall the God of heaven fet up 


| he here fpake is that which fhall 


furvive all other kingdoms, and 
which fhall rife and fhine, and ap- 
pear with an increafing glory and 
beauty for an interminable dura- 
tion. Chrift called his flock /ittl ; 
—and it was truly fmall and def- 
pifed ; but he did not leave them 
without evidence, nay, without 
affurance, that the fcale of prov- 
idence fhould turn in their favor, 
and that the firft fhould be laf, 
and the lait firit. 

5. We may fee the Saviour’s 
words verified, by obferving the 
government of God with refpeé& 
to the holy angels, compared with 
thofe who are redeemed by the 
precious blood of Chrift. The 
holy angels, having never fallen, 
have always been in a ftate of 

_great honor. They have been in 
| the prefence, and in the enjoyment 
‘of God. But there are fome ex- 
preffions in fcripture, which feem 
to countenance the idea, that they 
who are redeemed by the blood of 
Chrift, are brought into a rela- 
tion to him, nearer and dearer than 
| even that in which the holy angels 
ftand. The redeemed, or the 
church, are called, the bride, or 
the Lamb’s wife. It does not ap- 
pear that the holy angels are thus 
acknowledged. Can we conceive 


| of a relation to Chrift equally hon- 
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orable with that now mentioned ? 
Chrift calls thofe, who are bought 
by his own precious blood, and 
who are faved from thcir awful 
pollution by his grace, his belov- 
ed, his fpoufe, his jewels and his 
bride. Thefe endearing titles, 
which, in the holy {criptures, are 
applied to the redeemed, to 
Chrift’s elect, are not applied to 
the angels. Confining our views 
to this order in creation, we {hall 
readily fay, the angels were firit, 
and men were laft ; but on turning 
our attention to the holy ferip- 
tures, and viewing what has taken 
place in divine providence, we 
muft acknowledge that the re- 
deemed are more of an ultimate 
end with the great Creator, than 
the angels. God hath governed 
in fucha way, that it plainly ap- 
pears angels were made to anfwer 
ends refpecting the redeemed, and, 
in this fenfe, were made for the 
church. The apottle intimates, 
that it isthe bufinefs of angels to 
minifter to that precious number 
from among men, which is given 
to Chritt. Heb. 1. 14. Are they 
not all miniflering fpiriis fent forth 
to minifler for them who foall be 
heirs of falvatiin? Afide from 
the peculiar relation to Chrift into 
which the redeemed are brought, 
by his afluming their nature, and 
by their being purchafed by his 
own blood, we may eafily con- 
ceive, that the {chool, in whicha 
fovereign God hath put them, is 
more inftruétive than that in which 
the holy angels are placed. The 
latter have not the opportunity 
which the former have to fee into 
the depths of divine mercy. ‘They 
have never known what itis to de 
wretched, and miferable, and poor, 
and blind and naked. ‘They have 
never known what it is to be loft 
and undone. No creature can 
kuow this, only by experience. 





To the redeemed this knowledge 
has been communicated ; and, in 
this refpeét, they have a greater 
advantage for improvement than 
the angels. They know, by ex. 
perience, what it is to be in a loft 
and undone ftate. They know, 
too, what it is to be recovered 
from fuch a ftate, and what it is 
to be indebted to fovereign mercy. 
Their fong willbe more glorious 
on this account, for in anthems of 
praife, they will fhout, Grace, 
grace, forever and ever. In fome 
refpects, at leaft, the Saviour’s 
aphori{m will apply in this cafe. 

The particular view which has 
been taken of the divine govern- 
ment, in this eflay, fuggetts the 
following reflections. 

1. The doctrine of divine fove- 
reignty 13 eftablifhed by fa&ts.— 
The many paffages of f{cripture, 
in which this do¢trine is aflerted, 
men labor to explain away and 
pervert. Imagining that they have 
fuccefs, they triumph over the 
truth. But what will they do 
with faéts ? It appears, that God 
hath ever treated all his creatures, 
as being his own property, and 
as having a fovereign right to 
them. That which the church 
is reprefented to acknowledge in 
Ifaiah Ixiv. 8, * We are the clay 
and thou our potter, and we all are 
the work of thy hand,” perte&ly 
correfponds with the hiftory of 
God’s dealings with his creatures. 

2. How vain is the wifh to be 
celebrated for learning, wifdom or 
even religion! To poffefs thefe, 
efpecially religion, is defireable, 
yea infinitely important. But, 
how vain and foolifh to glory in 
the thought of being famed in the 
world, for thefe things. ‘Againtt 
this evil, not to mention other 
clafles of men, the minifters of 
the gofpel muft feel it fuitable, 
carefully and perfeveringly to 
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watch. It is an evil into which 
they cannot fall without ruining 
their fouls. It is written in the 
word of God—He that exalteth 
himfelf frall be abafed. From the 
nature and importance of the min- 
ifterial office, it is expeéted that 
they who fuftain it, will, in their 
knowledge of the fcriptures, and 
in their zeal to build up the king- 
dom of Chrift, be the fr/, or be- 
fore their hearers. But, with all 
their fame for learning, wifdom 
and religious zeal, the time may 
come when fome of this charac- 
ter will fink far below many of | 
thofe, who have fought initruétion | 
from their lips. ‘Their ftation, as | 
ambafladors for Chrift, may gain 
them honor and reverence in this 
world ; but this will, by no means, 
turn to their account in the day | 
when Chrift fhall make up his 
jewels, unlefs they have humble 
and broken hearts. It becomes 
all, of every age and character, 
to glory inthe Lord and in him 
alone; and to fubmit the future 
fize and condition of their veffel 
to Him, who hath a right to do 
what he will with his own. 


H. 
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Mess’rs Epirors, 

{n the firft number of this 
volume of your Magazine, an cx- 
planation is requefted, of Matt. 
v. 23, 24. ‘ Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there remembereft that thy brother 
hath ought againft thee ; leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way, firft be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift.” What is here 


fent you is defigned, not merely 
as an explanation, but liberty is 
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| whofoever fhall fay to his brother 





taken to make a variety of ob- 
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fervations on the text, which you 
may publifh or fupprefs as you 


pleafe. 
I N conneétion with this paflage, 
Chrift reminds his hearers, 
that it was faid by them of old 
time, Thou fhalt not kill, and 
whofoever fhall kill, fhall be in 
danger of the judgment. Our 
Lord referred to the Mofaic law 
refpecting murderers, and as he 
had juft obferved that he came 
not to deftroy the law, he here 
| explained this precept, as a pro- 
| hibition, not only of murder, but 
of malice, hatred and abufe, ad- 
ding, But I fay unto you, that 
whofoever is angry with his bro- 
ther without a caufe, fhall be in 
danger of the judgment. And 




















Raca, that is, Thou vain fellow, 
fhall be in danger of the council ; 
but whofoever fhall fay, Thou 
fool, fhall be in danger of hell fire. 
This connection fuggefts, that 
the paflage propofed for explana- 
tion, refpeéts a trefpafs commit- 
ted againi a brother, and not on- 
ly when an actual injury is done, 
but alfo when an evil paffion is 
harbored in the heart, and forbids 


offering a gift unto the Lord, A 
until one is reconciled to a bro- BIE 
ther who has any thing againft fly 
him. j 


The gifts, which the Jews of- 
fered, were diftinguifhed from 
facr ifices, by being free-will-offer- 
ings, not enjoined by law. Thefe 
gifts, becaufe not exprefsly com- 
manded, were accounted by the 
Jews, peculiarly acceptable to 
God, yet the offering of thefe, 
though brought to Jerufalem, and 
even to the very altar, muft be 
fufpended, if there the Jew re- 
membered that his brother had 
ought again him, and he mu 
firlt go and be reconciled to his 
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brother. If thofe which were 
reputed the moft acceptable fac- 
rifices, could not be received until 
all malice and abufe of a brother 
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| occafion of offence. To thefe may 
| be added whatever is contrary to 
| that charity, which requires us 
| to love our neighbor as ourfelves; 


was removed, much lefs might | and therefore if we refufe to de. 


the Jews expect, that inferior 
ats of worfhip could mect with 
divine approbation. They knew 
that they might not approach the 
Paffover, nor any holy ordinances, 
until every legal uncleannefs was 
removed by the requifite purifica- 
tions, and that it was particularly 
provided by their law, that if un- 
clean at the time of the paflover, 
they fhould keep the feaft in the 
next fucceeding month; which 
was calculated to teach them, that 
God would accept no worfhip, 
where due preparation is difre- 
garded. 

In this matter it is doubtlefs 
fafe arguing from the ancient to 
the new difpenfation, which cer- 
tainly requires as much love to 
the brethren, and is as fpiritual 
as the firft. We may conclude, 
that if men now in gofpel times, 


qvould be accepted of God in ad’s of 


‘religious qworjkip, they muft, if they 
have given occafion of cffince to a 
brother, go and be reconciled to 
him. 

1. Itisneceffary here to explain 
what is meant by occafion of of- 
fence. 

As it refpeés themfelves, if we 
have curfed or defpifed our bro- 
ther in our hearts, or have har- 
bored malice, envy or any evil 
paffions and intentions againft 
him, though we have never injur- 
ed him by any open aét of abufe, 
we are guilty in the fight of God 
and our own confciences. 

Turther, When any fuch evil 
paffions and intentions have been 

arried into effect, a brother hath 
juft caufe of offence. Defama- 
tion, fraud, infult, abufe and in- 
jurions condu& give a brother 


fend the chara&ter of a brother 

who is defamed, to relieve him 

when hungry and naked, and to 
| vifit him when fick and in prifon, 
_he has according to the laws of 
| Chrift’s kingdom fomewhat a. 
| gainft us. Further, 
All oppofition to, or trefpafs 
upon the common interefts of our 
brethren, gives them a juft occa- 
fion of offence. We cannot wound 
a brother fo deeply, as to wound 
him in the common interefts of 
the family to which he belongs, 
| and the honor of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. The common interefts of 
| this family are the glory of God, 

and the welfare of his children.— 

Among the articles which belong 

to this mtereft, and contribute to 

thefe purpofes, are the laws of 
| God. Thefe are of great import- 
‘ance, fo much fo, that the well- 
being of the family is infeparably 
conneéted with their honor, fup- 
port and due execution. The 
gofpel of Chrift is another article 
of infinite value. All the do&rines 
of religion, and all the Chriftian 
inftitutions, fuch as the fabbath, 
the miniftry, the fan@tuary and 
the fpecial ordinances, ferve to en- 
rich the family. People who 
honor the law by obedience, and 
exercife faith in Chrilt, and feri- 
| oufly love and recommend the 
| do&trines and duties of Chriftiani- 
ty in all refpeéts, do not trefpafs 
againft their brethren. But how 
can we commit a greater offence, 
than by ftriking at the root of the 
whole family,—breaking the com- 
mandments of God, and teaching 
men to do fo,—rejeGting the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, and fubftitu- 
ting errors,—denying, neglecting 
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or trifling with divine inftitutions, 
—and ferving fin ? Has not our 
brother in this cafe ought againft 
us, though we may not have in- 
jured, defrauded or abufed him in 
particular, in any other way, than 
by a general oppofition to Chrift 
and his caufe? And even, if un- 
known to mankind, we are fecret- 
ly the enemies of Chrift, we are 
really guilty of trefpaffing upon 
all his friends. 

2. It cannot be improper, after 
having explained the nature of an 
offence, to notice the reafons why 
we muft go, and be reconciled to 
an offended brother, if we would 
be accepted of God in aéts of re- 
ligious worfhip. One reafon for 
this is, that aéts of pretended 
worfhip to God, while fuch of- 
fences are continued in, are fufpi- 
cious, if not certain evidences of 
vile hypocrify, and carry the ap- 
pearance of attempts to put off a 
counterfeit upon God. Unto the 
wicked God faith, what haft 
thou to doto declare my ftatutes, 
er that thou fhouldtt take my cov- 
enant in thy mouth, feeing thou 
hateft inftruction, and catteft my 
words behind thy back? Thou fit- 
teft and fpeakeft againft thy 
brother—Thefe things haft thou 
done, and I kept filence. Thou 
thoughteft that I was altogether 
fuch an one as thyfelf. But I will 
reprove thee, and fet them in or- 
der before thine eyes.—Hear the 
word of the Lord, ye rulers of 
Sodom, and give ear unto the law 
of our God, ye people of Gomor- 
rah. ‘To what purpofe is the 
multitude of your facrifices unto 
me, faith the Lord ?—When ye 
come to appear before me, who 
hath required this at your hand to 
tread my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations, incenfe is an abom- 
ination unto me: the calling of 
affemblies I cannot away with. 

Vor. TV. No. 12. 
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Your new-moons and appointed 
feafts my foul hateth ; they are 
a trouble unto me, I am weary to 
bear them. When ye fpread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you. Yea, when ye 
make many prayers, I will not 
hear. Your hands are full of 
blood. Wath ye, make you cleany 
put away the evil of your doings, 
ceafe to do evil, learn to do well. 
Relieve the oppreffed, judge the 
fatherlefs, plead for the widow, 
Here it is plain that God rejeét- 
ed all worfhip, as being mere hy- 
pocrify, while men lived in wick- 
ednefs and trefpafles againft their 
fellow creatures. Our Seviour 
{peaks of the Pharifees in much 
the fame manner. Woe unto you 
Scribes and Pharifees hypocrites, 
for ye devour widows’ houfes, and 
for a pretence make long prayers; 
therefore fhall ye receive the great- 
er damnation. God cannot re- 
ceive any fuch pretenfions to de- 
votion, becaufe he confiders them 
as hypocrify. He that loveth not 
his brother, whem he hath feen, 
how can he love God, whom he 
hath not feen? 

Befides: Such pretended a&s 
of worfhip mifreprefent and dif- 
honor religion, and are a new of- 
fencecommittedagainft the injured 
brother. They reprefent religion 
as a thing difconne&ted with mo- 
rality, and confiftent with the 
greatelt wickednefs towards mans 
kind. And would not fuch as 
judge of religion, by the condué 
of profeffors, if they generally 
conducted in this manner, defpifle 
and think evil of chriltianity ? It 
is with the utmott propriety there- 
fore that ‘Chrift fays to fuch, 
Therefore ye fhall receive the 
greater damnation. Some men’s 
devotions co them very little, 
their real charaéters are more juit- 
ly expreffed in their conduct te- 
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wards mankind. The Scribes and , to him, fo that he may have evi. 
Pharifees were fcrupuloufly ex- | dence of it, by going to him, and 
a&t in certaia things, while within, ; confeffing our faults as directed : 
they were like fepulchres, full of | Confe/s your faults one to another, 
all uncleannefs. They paid tythes | This may indeed fometimes be im- 
even of heibs, and falted often, | poffible, our brother may be dead 


but negle&ted the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy 
and faith. 

We may alfo obferve, that it is 
the duty of fuch as have given 
occafion of offence to a brother, 
to become forthwith reconciled to 
him, before they attempt any 


{ 
| 


public aéts of devotion, not only, | 
as has been already fhown, becaufe | 


fuch acts in thefe circumftances 
have the air of hypocrify, area 
new offence to a brother, and can- 
not be acceptable with God, but 


becaufe it is in the nature of | 
things, the obvious duty of the 


offender to make immediate fatis- 
faction. This is one of thofe plain 
truths, which cannot reafonably 
be controverted, and is required 
by Chrift, when he dire&ts us to 
forgive an offending brother when- 
ever he fhall turn again faying, 
I repent. 

3. It is now proper to enquire 
in what way offenders are to be 
reconciled to a brother. 

Itis very evident, that in the 
firft place they muil be reconciled 
in their hearts to their brother, 
and muft banifh all malice, and 
finful paffions, and exercife love 
and Chriftian charity towards him. 
If the offence has been confined 
to the heart, and is a perfect fe- 
cret to all but God, then this, 
with an humble confeffion of our 


faults before God alone, is all that | 


or gone to fome unknown parts, 
fo that we can neither go, nor 
write to him on the fubjeét. In 
this cafe, there mutt be in the 
fight of God, a readinefs of heart 
to go and give our brother due 
fatisfa€tion, and nothing mutt be 
wanting, but an opportunity, and 
we mult be humbled before God. 
When this takes place, we have 
done all that is required ; for God 
requireth according to what a man 
hath, and not according to what 
he hath not. But what fhall be 
done if our injured brother will 
not be reconciled to us, even tho’ 
we fulfil to him all that the gofpel 
requires? To this it fhould be 
inftantly replied, that we injure 


our brother by entertaining fuch 





is required to cfleé&t a reconcilia- | 


tion ; we can then lift up holy 
hands without wrath in prayer. 
But if our trefpafs has been aed 
out againit a brother by a real 
2bufe, then if it be poflible, we 
are to manifeft our reconciliation 





hard thoughts ofhim. Our Lord 
in the paflage propofed for expla- 
nation, countenances no fuch fuf- 
picions ; our apprehenfions prob- 
ably arife from our remaining pre- 
judices againft him, and fhow 
that we are not fully reconciled to 
him in our hearts. However, 
fince on trial, it may fo happen, 
that he will not accept us, then 
when we have with true fincerity, 
taken all the fteps which Chrif- 
tian love, in the exercife of true 
repentance and humility, would 
influence us to take, the fides are 
changed, we are reconciled in the 
matter of offence, he is become 
the offender, we have done all that 
we can, all that is required; we 
may now attend any Chriftian fo- 
lemnity and be accepted. 

Further : Suppofe our offence 
has been fraud, or defamation ; it 
is needlefs to enlarge on the evi- 
dence, that reftitution and a re- 
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drefs of the injury, muft accom- 
pany our profeffions of repentance. 

Again: If the offence be not 
perfonal, but be committed againtft 
God, and his family, by any im- 
morality, or oppofition to truth 
and duty, or any denial, or abufe 
of the dotrines and ordinances of 
chriftianity, then public or private 
acknowledgment is to be made, 
according to the nature and pub- 
licity of the offence. 

4. It may not be improper here 
to notice the mifapplication and 
perverfion of the words under ex- 
planation, which fome have made, 
to juftify themfelves in withdraw- 
ing from the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper, and other acts of 
worthip, under pretence that fome 
brother has given them occafion 
to have ought againit him. The 
words are, If thou rememberett 
that thy brother Aath ought againft 
thee, leave there thy gift, &c. and 
not, Jf thouhaft ought againft thy 
brother, leave thy gift until he re- 
pents. In this cafe, if the direc- 
tions were, as fome feem to un- 
derftand them, it would be in the 
power of an evil minded brother 
to prevent the whole church from 
all their public devotions, whenev- 
er he pleafed. Satan would have 
every advantage he could defire to 
overthrow all public worfhip. If 
our brother have offended againft 
us, and we have taken fuch meaf- 
ures as Chrift prefcribes, and he 
will not repent, and the matter be 
fuch that it cannot be preved, and 
fo it cannot be brought before the 
shurch, and the offender be ex- 
communicated, then we have done 
our duty, and there is no com- 
mand or reafon, why we fhould 
be debarred from the worfhip and 
ordinances of God, though the 
offender be prefent. Thofe who 
have thus perverted the dire€tion 
under confideration, mult have 
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done it, either by a grofs miftake, 
or they have ablented themfelves, 
through a fpirit, which indeed 
rendered them unfit to be parta- 
kers in holy ordinances. 

5- The obfervations which 
have been made, mutt forcibly 
imprefs the importance of being 
exceedingly cautious, that we 
never give any one a juft occafion 
of offence; for while this is the 
cafe, we are difqualified for any 
public a&ts of devotion and Chrif- 
tian communion, until we have 
done every thing in our power to 
effe& a reconciliation, and make 
fatisfa€tion to the offended. Yea 
more, we cannot be accepted in 
our clofet devotions, or in any 
kind of worfhip, until we truly 
repent, and are ready and defirous 
on the firft opportunity in our 
power, to give full fatisfaCtion. 
God will not accept any thing at 
our hands, while we wilfully live 
in a trefpafs againit our brother. 


ADELPHOS. 





To THe Epitrors oF THE Con- 
nEcTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IF you fhould judge the fol- 
lowing letter calculated to enlight- 
en, and confirm wavering minds, 
you are defired to publifh it in 
your next number. 


Dire@ions toa Friend how to diflin- 
guifh betwixt true and falfe doc- 


trines in religion. 
My pear Frienp, 


OU have repeatedly told me 

in private converfation, that 

your mind is greatly perplexed and 
ttumbled, on account of the nu- 
merous different fentiments and 
perfuafions, found amongit the 


profeffors of Chriflianity. You 


em wee 






































are very anxious to know, what 
fyftem of doétrines amongft them 
all is genuine, and if embraced 
willlead to falvation. I feel very 
defirous of giving your mind re- 
lief, on this interefting fubjeC. 
But in attempting this, I fhall 
cautioufly avoid giving the prefer- 
ence of one denomination of 
Chriftians, to another. 

It is undoubtedly true that the 
children of God, through the 
great imperfeCtions which attend 
this prefent ftate, differ in regard 
to modes and forms of worthip, 
and in things which may be called 
the non-effentials of religion, while 
they agree in the weightier mat- 
ters. Nay, we may be affured 
that all fincere Chrittians do har- 
monize, in thofe truths which are 
effential to falvation. When two 
perfons or parties differ widely in 
thefe, one or the other mutt be 
fatelly erroneous ! 

That you may difcern betwixt 
truth and error, in things which 


contained in the bible, fixed in 
your mind,with which tocompare, 
what you hear or read. Afk you 
what are thofe leading fentiments ? 
L anfwer fome of them are the fol- 
lowing, viz. 

That mankind are by nature, 
wholly deftitute of any thing mor- 
ally good—And though they are 
impotent, yet their impotency be- 
ing of the moral kind, or confilt- 
ing chiefly in oppofition of their 
wills to God, renders them alto- 
gether criminal and inexcufable, 
for continuing in their difobedi- 
ence to the gofpel. That God 
therefore ** commandeth all men ev- 
ery where, to repent and to believe 
in Chrift.” And as no one will 
obey this command, while he re- 
tains his love of wickednefs ; itis 
an act of fovereign grace in God, 
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to convert finners, and to difpofe 
them to embrace the offers of fal. 
vation, made to them in the gof- 
pel of Chritt. 

One leading fentiment of the 
Bible is, that the way in which 
God faves finners, tends to exalt 
the Godhead, as the Alpha and 
Omega in their falvation, and to 
humble their pride, to ftrip them 
of their felf-righteoufnefs—tocure 
them of their vain boafting—and 


to drive them from every {tron 


_ hold and refuge of lies, to Chrifk, 








the only ark of fafety. 
The genuine fcripture fenti- 
ments tend alfo, to produce a 


| benevolent temper—holinefs—-love 


—godly forrow for fin—faith, 
humility—a prayerful, humble, 


_circum{pedt, felf-denying practice 


—a weanednefs from the vices, 
vanities, and finful pleafures of this 
vain world. They lead people to 
prize Chrift and the riches of his 
grace, as the pearl of great price 


| to lay up a treafure in heaven, 
concern your falvation, you mutt | 


get fome of the leading fentiments | 


and to be willing to part with all 
their friends and pofleffions, yea 
and their own lives for his fake. 
The true gofpel fentiments, 
when cordially embraced and 


_ prattifed, reconcile finners to the 
| charaé&ter of God—to his holy 
| precepts, and to all thofe great 


myfteries, contained in his word, 
or in his providential difpenfations. 
They difpofe them to renounce 
their idols, and to chufe God for 
the portion and happinefs of their 
fouls, to make Chrift their right- 
eoufnefs and itrength ; and to ap- 
ply to him for pardon, for fanéti- 
tication, and eternal redemption. 
One leading doétrine of the bi- 
ble is, that all the true friends and 
faithful followers of Jefus Chnit, 
will be admitted to inexpreffible 
rewards of glory and bleffednefs, 
in the coming world ; and that 
fuch as die in their finful, impeu!- 
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tent ftate, will be doomed to that 
mifery which is inconceivably 
dreadful, and which will be end- 
lefs in duration ! 

Now, Sir, I requeft you to 
fearch the fcriptures attentively, 
and you will find they contain 
thofe leading truths, at which, I 
have only very briefly hinted. 
And when you read or hear doc- 
trines advanced, which correfpond 
with thefe fundamental principles, 
you may fafely embrace them, as 
the genuine truths of the bible. 
But if you hear things advanced, 
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mend you to that Almighty and 
merciful Being, who is able to lead 
you in the way everlafting. Be 
not deceived, in this day of great 
degeneracy and error. But fee 
that you are well eftablifhed upon 
the foundation of the gofpel, and 
that you walk in the narrow way 





| of truth and holinefs, that you 


may at laft arrive fafe by divine 
grace, to the world of light and 
joy confummate. 

From your’s, &c. 


PETROS. 





which tend to build up unholy | To tHe Epitors oF Tue Con- 


finners upon themfelves,—or that 
hold them up to view, as _ poffef- | 
fing fome virtue or fome qualifi- | 
cations, which may recommend 

them to God ; when you hear 

them encouraged that their ftate | 
is fafe, fhort of a new heart, or 
an intereft in Chrift,—when you 
hear fentiments which derogate 
from the glory of God, or that 
afcribe a part of the honor of the 


falvation of finners to themfelves ; | 


you ought to reje& them, as alto- 
gether unfcriptural, and extreme. | 
ly dangerous to the fouls of men. 
You are to follow the fame rule, 
when you hear any doétrine 
taught, which tends to leffen the 
obligations of finners to repent 


NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE- 


Sirs, 

THE following fketch of bi- 
ography, is prefented for your in- 
fpection ; and if you think proper 
may be given to the public thro’ 
your very ufeful Magazine. 


“ Thrice welcome death ! 

That after many apainful bleeding ftep, 

, Condudts us to our home, and lands us 
fafe 

On the long w'fh’d for fhore.—— 

Sure the laft end 

Of the good man is peace. How calm 
his exit ! 

Night-dews fall not more gently to the 
ground 

Nor weary worn-out winds expire fo 
foft. 








and live a holy life, or that implies | Bcho!d him in the evening tide of life, 


a connivance at their pride of 
heart, or floth, or unbelief ; or 
which reprefents that one foul of 
the finful race can ever be faved, 
unlefs he experience the fandtify- 
ing grace of God in truth, and 
yield a cordial compliance with 
the gofpel of Chrift. You are to 
reject every fentiment or fyftem, 
in which the guilt and inconceiv- 
able ruin of fuch as die in their 
fins, are extenuated, or held forth 
to be more favorable, than they 
are reprefented in the word of 


God. And now, my friend, Icom- 





| ———— like the fun feems larger at his 
fetting ! 
High in his faith and hopes, look how 
he reaches 
After the prize in view! and, like a 
bird 
That’s hamper’d, ftruggles hard to get 
away. 
- - - + = Oh, how he longs 
‘To have his paffport fign’d and be dif- 
mifs’d ! 
Tis done, and now he’s happy !” 
Bear. 


FEW particulars in the 
converfation and conduct 


of the late Col. Tracy of Lifbon, 
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in this ftate, as he drew near the works of the Redeemer. 
clofe of life, may not be unwor- | 


thy the attention of the public, 
and probably may gratify the pi- 
ous and devout. 
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Hay- 
ing Dottor Doddridge’s expofi. 
tion of the New-Teftament b 

her fide, fhe afked him if fhe fhould 
read in that—He replied, ¢ I had 


Apprehenfive from the firft of | rather hear you read the Bible : 
his complaint that it would prove | I want to hear fomething our Sa- 
mortal, he often expreffed a wifh | viour did while here on earth— 
to get well if it might be confift- | fome of his own words.”? She then 
ent with-the divine will: But ashe read the xvii. chap. of St. John’s 
often faid, “I have no with to al- | gofpel, with which his heart was 


ter the divine decrees. If I know | fenfibly touched, and he obferved, 
my own heart, I don’t wifh to | How good is the word of God ! 


live, unlefs I can live to the glory 
of God. 
image. 

in my family, but God knows 
what is beft. 
tirely prepared for his will. I beg 
for patience. I defire never to 
complain.” In the fame con- 
nection he alfo obferved, * I 


think I have taken great pleafure | 


intrying to fupport the caufe of 
religion in focicty, and in my fam- 
ily. If Llove any thing, I love 
religion, and good order. I feel 
a great deal forthe rifing genera. 
tion. Oh, that God would appear 
for his own caufe.”” After his bo- 
dily diforders had reduced him fo 
much that it was thought improp- 
er for him to attempt going to 


meeting, and hc was defired to re- | 


linquith the propofal, he replied, | 


6° Oh, I love to go to the houfe of 
God as long as [ can—I long to 


fee the people flocking to Chrift | 


with willing minds’”—and added 


a devout afpiration, * Pity the na- | 


tions O our God, and conflrain the 
whole world to come.—I have a 


molt ardent delire for a revival of 


religion in this place.”” The com- 
fort which he drew from the {crip- 
tures was very noticeable—they 


were indeed to him the words of 


eternal life. On returning from 
a fhort ride a few days before his 
deceafe, he requefted his wife to 
read to him fome of the glorious 


I defire to grow in his | 


I think I could be ufeful | 


| 


I long to be en- | 


and efpecially upon reading the 
z2oth and 21 ft verfes he was great- 
ly moved and exclaimed, “ How 
extenfive.” Referring to Chrift’s 
prayer where he fays, Neither 
pray I for thefe alone, but for 
them alfo which fhall believe on 
me through their word. The 
thought that Chrift’s prayer ex- 
tended to all his difciples even to 
the end of the world, was divine- 
ly comforting to him, hoping as 
he did, to fhare in fome of the 
bleffings of this prayer himfelf— 
And then on the 21ft verfe he 
obferved, repeating Chrift’s words, 
“‘ That they alfo may be one in us.” 
“« How condefcending ! howkind! 


' Chrift has dene all we could de- 





fire ; there is nothing wanting on 
his part.—After a diftrefling night 
afew days before his death, he 
obferved to his wife, “« My friend, 
I believe the Lord is about to 
make a very fhort work with me 
—and I defire his will may be 
done in every refpeét. I am en- 
tirely at his difpofal.”” He was 
afked whether he wifhed to fee 
his children; to which he con- 
fented. But as fome of them 
lived at a fhort diftance, he with- 
ed to fpeak to his apprentices 5 
to whom, when called, he addrefl- 
ed himfelf as follows—** There 
was fomething new, took place 
laft night in my diforder, that I 
fuppofe will in a few hours put 
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an end to my life here—and I 
hope the Divine Spirit will accom- 
pany my foul into the world of glo- 
ry! If you have not made your 
peace with God, do not give fleep 
to your eyes, nor flumber to your 
eye-lids, till you have—do not 
think by and by, will do as well 
—You muft be engaged to fecure 
an intereft in Chrift—foon your 
probation feafon will be over ; 
then all will be fixed forever ; 
there is no poffible alteration after 
death. I believe religion is of the 
greateft importance. Do read the 
Bible ; it is given by divine infpi- 
ration. You muft pray to God. 
I have had a great defire for the 
goodof your fouls. Do trytomake 
your peace with God—it is worth 
every thing to have God for our 
friend. Seek firft an intereft in 
Chrift, and then you will be hap- 
py» both in this world, and the 
world to come.” Here he felt 
{pent, and thought he could fay 
no more, but afterwards revived, 
and converfed feparately with each 
ofthem. Withina weck preced- 
ing his death, it was thought he 
converfed with nearly an hundred 
perfons who vifited him for this 
purpofe.—He wifhed to fee the 
fociety’s committee for fupplying 
the pulpit, of which he was one. 
Being called, ** he begged they 
would {pare no pains in refettling 
a gofpel minifter in the parifh as 
foon as poflible. He longed to 
have the worfhip of God main- 
tained conftantly, and his word 
preached without intermiffion in 
its ftated feafons. The good of 
Zion, and the glory of God, filled 
his heart ; nor could he die quiet- 
ly till he had put forth his latt ef- 
fort to promote them. In con- 
verfing with large numbers who 
called upon him, he ufed the great- 
eft freedom, and feemed regardlefs 
of every thing but their eternal 





welfare. To almoft every one he 
put the plain queflion, “ Have 
you an intereft in Chrift 2”? Ifthe 
perfon replied in the affirmative, 
that he hoped he had—he would 
rejoin, * What are your grounds 
for your hope? Do be certain— 
do read the Bible—I know it is 
given by divine infpiration.”” He 
knew that no hope was a fafe one, 
except it arofe from an abfolute 
poffeflion of a gracious principle 
in the heart, or that which the 
word of God defcribes as a foun- 
dation of hope. If the perfon 
whom he addreffed replied doubt- 
ingly, and faid he did not know 
that he had an intereft in Chrift, 
he would afk with furprife, «* Not 
know! ! how dare you live fo ?— 
Do make a bufinefs of it—there 
is no time to lofe—you have an 
immortal foul, which mutt be faved 
or loft—Oh, do notnegle&till it is 
too late—It is out of pure regard 
that I prefs the matter fo clofe— 
Oh, how [long for the falvation of 
your fouls, that you might know 
the happinefs of trufting them to 
God, in a faving manner.” The 
pathetic and folemn manner in 
which he exhorted many who ap- 
peared rather doubtful, was deep- 
ly impreffive, and no feeling 
mind could remain unaffected.— 
To fome likewife who had fam- 
lies, he would fay, ‘ Think of 
your families—-call them toge- 
ther morning and evening, and 
read the word of God, and pray 
for yourfelvesand them: If youdo 
this in a fincere manner, God will 
blefs you. You are accountable 
for the fouls of your children—do 
not neglect them.—Oh ! I know 
not how to leave begging you to 
get the one thing needful.” The 
fame ardent defire for the good of 
fouls likewife appeared in his ex- 
hortations to different characters, 
and in urging them te their ref- 
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pettive duties. To fome whom he 
believed pious, but wholived in the 
negle& of profeffing Chrift open- 
ly, he addreffed himfelf as follows: 
« What ground you ftand upon— 
come forward and help fupport the 
caufe of Chrift—I do nat fay what | 
church you fhall join to; but be 
eftablifhed in your own minds, that 
you join to atrue church of Chrift, 
and be not afhamed of this glorious 
caufe.” He was deeply fenfible 
how much fin is committed by | 
fome perfons hopefully pious, un- 
der the cloak of prudence and ten- 
dernefs for the glory of God, and 
their own edification. Out of ex-— 
treme caution, they will often urge 
as an excufe for negle¢ting to pro- 
fefs Chrift publicly, that they are | 
not abfolutely certain that they are 
Chriftians, and fear if they fhould 
profefs Chrift before the world, 
they fhould not be able to live up 
to their profeffions. They will al- 
fo urge the diforderly walk of | 
fome profeffors, and the ftate of | 
the church as too corrupt forthem | 
to join, and the like. Although | 
there may be fome truth in all 

thefe excufes, yet the real fact too 





they would fee, that pofitive cer- 
tainty of one’s difciplefhip is not, 
nor ever was the gofpel ground of 
a profeflion—that fears of living 
fhort of a profeflion, imply depen- 

dance on one’s felf, more than on | 
Chrift—and that perfeét purity in 
churches, is not to be looked for 
on this fide the grave, and is not | 
neceffary to real edification incom- | 
munion with Chrilt. If the per- | 
fons who make thefe excufes were 

really as tender of the glory of | 
God as they pretend, it would | 
feem as if their tendernefs would | 
lead them to obey him immediate. | 
ly ; and not invent reafons for dif. | 
obedience, and really difhonor kim 
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| ucation you gave me. 
ed to realize that his parents had 
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| by fetting up their own judgments 


above his pofitive commands.— 
The probability is, they are gene. 
rally much deceived with them- 
felves, in regard to the grounds of 


| their caution in making a profef. 


fion of religion. And knowing 
this, the dying man, with his laft 
breath wifhed either to bring them 
to a full compliance with the com. 
mands of Chrift, or give up their 
hope. He therefore proceeded to 
urge them by faying, “ It is of 


| the utmoft importance how we 
_conduct—We muft read the ferip- 


tures, and beg for divine affiftance 
to know our duty—wwe mu/} be en- 


gaged. The fubje& is not new—I 


| have felt its importance thefe many 


years: But it is my laft time with 
you. I have but a little time; 
and I with to ferve God, and do 
all the good I can, to the fouls of 
my friends.’”? His defire for do- 
ing good was univerfal. The day 
before he died, he remembered a 
black boy in the neighborhood, 
and had him called to his bedfide, 
to give him his laft and dying coun- 
fel. He converfed with all his 


_ brethren and fifters, begging them 
often is, that if thofe who make | 
them were in a lively {tate of grace, | 


and their children to make hafte 
to get an intereft in Chnit. To 
his aged parents he expreffed him- 
felf in the moft kind and grateful 
terms. * My heart is filled with 


| gratitnde to you for the kind care 


you took of me when young ; for 


your prayers, and the religious ed- 
” He feem- 


been the happy means of prepar- 
ing his foul for the grace of God 
which he afterwards enjoyed, and 
felt unfpeakable gratitude for their 
exertion for his fpiritual good.— 
In the fame conneétion of dif- 
courfe, he obferved to his father, 


' & Oh, how often have we took 


fweet counfel together, in walking 
to the houfe of God in companys 
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and enjoying the fabbath in reli. 
gious worfhip !*—But now, thefe 
enjoyments are over. Omy dear 
parents! we muit part—but I beg 
you would not mourn, for I fhall 
be buta ftep before you in the en- 
joyments of heaven. We fhall 
foon meet in heaven to part no 
more.” In taking his leave of 
his wife and children, the fcene 
was too tender for utterance. Af- 
ter reverting to the conftant care 
and love he had exercifed towards 
them, he clofed by faying, “ But 
now J mutt leave you!.....But I 
leave you in the hands of a merci- 
fulGod; a kind Parent, who will 
never leave you, nor forfake you. 
Oh, put your truft in him, that 
you may be prepared for death ; 
for that unknown world to which 
Tam haftening. If you are care- 
ful to get an intereft in Chrift, we 
fhall foon meet in heaven to part 
no more.’”? He converfed with 
each of his children prefent, and 
gave them feverally fuch advice as 
fuited their ages and circumftan- 
ces; and which flowed from a 
heart melted with parental tender- 
nef{s, and the importance of their 
falvation. His frames of mind 
towards the clofe of life, were of- 
ten bright and animating, and 
fometimes tranfporting. To a 
Chriftian neighbor he obferved, 
*¢ You fee my fituation, juf? going, 
and Lam ready and willing. And 
although T have not lived as I 
ought, I truft that I have felt a 
defire for the glory of God! I 





* It may be remembered, for the en- 
couragement of parental fidelity, that 
Col. Tracy early became pious, in an- 
{wer to the prayers, inftrudtions, and 
examples of his parents. He was a 
¢omfort and joy to them in his life and 
death. He was received into the church 
in the parifh of Newent, in Lifbon, and 
in procefs of time ele&ted Deacon in the 
fame, and ferved in this office with his 
aged father till he died. 


Vou. IV. No. 12. 
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have longed to be conformed to 
his will ; and now he has enabled 
me to give up all worldly con- 
cerns—my wife, my dear children 
into his hands, and I am entirely at 
his difpofal. Oh, you do not know 
how good the prefence of God is 
—it 1s worth every thing elfe : 
and I am going to enjoy it more 
perfectly, and to be company for 
holy angels and glorified fpirits. 
Though unworthy, I cannot think 
but I hall enjoy the prefence of 
my glorious Redeemer, and fee 
many of my acquaintance and 
friends, and praife God through- 
outan endlefs eternity.”? At times 
he feemed to anticipate the de- 
lights of heaven, and realize the 
expreffion of the Apoftle, * to re- 
joice with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory.” Ona morning jult be- 
fore his deceafe, he obferved to 
his wife, “‘O my friend, you do 
not know what I have enjoyed 
this morning.—I had fuch a fenfe 
of the employment of the angels 
and glorified {pirits, that my foul 
was like a bird in a cage, which 
longs to fly away, and be at per- 
fe&t liberty. It 1s worth more 
than all this world. I fhall not 
ftay here long, for my foul is fo 
filled with heavenly joy, that this 
poor emaciated body cannot long 
contain it. Pray for me, that I 
may have patience until the breath 
leaves my body.” Expreffions of 
a fimilar kind fell from him at dif- 
ferent times till he was too weak 
to articulate any thing audibly.— 
And onthe 19th of March, 1803, 
he died, and we truft was receiv- 
edto the full enjoyment of the in- 
heritance of the faints in light. 
Perhaps it cannot be more truly 
faid of any one, than of this good 
man, that his general deportment 
was an happy prelude to fuch a 
death. In his temper he was nat- 





urally mild and pleafant, and dii- 
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pofed to promote the felicity of 
all around him. Asa child, a 
father, a hufband, a friend and 
citizen he a¢ted with fingular pro- 
priety, and as a Chriftian was high- 
ly efteemed. Without the advan- 
tages of a public education he well 
deferved and he received many to- 
kens of public confidence and re- 
{pect in the offices to which he was 
invited—both in a civil and mili- 
tary line. But in no chara€ter did 
he fo uniformly fhine as that of an 
humble Chriftian.n—He felt the 
power of religion ; and manifeft- 
ed it, in his daily converfation and 
on the fabbath. He read the 
{criptures daily, and delighted 
in drawing near to God in family 
prayer. The fabbath was a day 
with him, facredly devoted to 
the ordinances of the fanétuary— 
meditation, prayer, and praife ; 
and the inftru€tion of his children 
and fervants. He was always 
wounded by that negleé&t of the du- 
ties of holy time, and loofe con- 
verfation about worldly bufinefs 
upon the fabbath, in which many 
profefiors indulge themfelves and 
their families. He had a tender- 
nefs of confcience about every 
thing in which the glory of God 
was concerned ; and appeared re- 
ally to make it an objet to walk 
by the word of God. Such a life 
being the life of the righteous, na- 
turally led to a happy death._— 
And who would not with to die 
a death like him? Who would not 
wilh to anticipate the joys of hea- 
ven fo ttrongly as to foar above the 
terrors of death? Reader, while 
you confefs the infinite fitnefs and 
happiicts of fuch alife and death, 
what does confcience teftify con- 
cerning your practice? Be fo 
faithful as to bring the fubjeé 
home to your own heart, and fee 
whether you have chofen God for 
your portion; and, if not, con- 
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fider the madnefs of living fo, as 
to arm confcience with eternal 
ftings. But if you have delight. 
fully engaged in fuch a life, be an- 
imated with the profpe& that, at 
the moment when all things be- 
low fhall appear lefs than nothing 
and vanity, compared with eter. 
nity, you may be filled with unut- 
terable joy. 





Messrs. Epitors oF Tre E- 
VANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE inclofed numbers are 
fubmitted to your difpofal for 
publication, if you fee fit, in the 
Evangelical Magazine. 

By a hearty Friend of the 
Inflitution. 


[No. 1. } 
On Divine Light. 


“‘ In thy light fhall we fee light.” 


DAVID. 


MONG the many images 
and figures by which the 
bleffed God is pleafed in his word 
to reveal his charaéter, and the 
communicable perfections of his 
nature, that found in the 84th 
Pfalm is not the leaft ftriking or 
fignificant—* God is a Sun.” 
This reprefents the communica- 
ble goodnefs of the Divine nature, 
and that God is the original and 
infinite fountain of all being and 
bleffednefs. All the rays of light 
and knowledge, of comfort and 
happinefs, diffufed through the 
univerfal fyftem of iatelligent crea- 
tures, point to God as their eter- 
nal, and inexhauftible fource ; as 
the rays of natural light, direct 
our eyes to the fun in the firma- 
ment. Weare hence taught, that 
God is to good men, what the 
fun by its influences is to the na- 
tural world. Who is ignorant of 
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the high importance of the natu- 
ral fun? This heavenly luminary 
forms our day, difperfes the gloo- 
my horrors of the night, and fheds 
fertility, light and joy through 
every part of our fyftem. With- 
out it all nature would be one fro- 
zen mafs; neither life, nor,zege- 
tation, nor fruitfulnefs woulu ap- 
pear. 

As the natural fun is the foun- 
tain of light—fheds joy and glad- 





nefs through the animal and vege- 
table kingdoms ; and caufes our 


earth to teem with all its rich va- | 


riety of fruits; fo the Sun of 


{ 


Righteoufnefs, the true and eter- | 
xvi. 8. “The children of this 


nal God is all this, and more than 
this, in his communications to his | 
people. He imparts fpiritual light | 
gladnefs into their hearts, and ren-“ 
ders them fruitful in every branch | 
of goodnefs. | 
This reprefentation of the cha- | 
ra€ter of God, and the munificent | 
and communicative goodnefs of 
his nature, we find illuftrated, ex- 
plained and taught by other fimi- 
lar paflages of fcripture, which 
feem to have a dire& allufion to 
this figurative expreffion, ‘God is 
a Sun.” As int John, i. 5. 
«s This then is the meflage which 
we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darknefs at all.”? Here 
God is fpoken of, not only as that 
being who communicates light, 
but that, light is his very effence, 


to their minds—infufes joy and 
| 


«“ God is light, and in him there | 


'ing.”? God is unwearied in his 


is no darknefs at all.””?_ And what 
follows, fhews us that the finceri- 
ty of our religion, and our having 
communion witht God, are eviden- 
ced, and to be known only by our 
being affimilated to that chara¢ter 
of God, which is here expreffed, 
and walking in that light, which 
he gives. ‘ If we fay that we 
have fellowfhip with him, and walk 
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in darknefs, we lie, and do not the 
truth ; but if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fel- 
lowfhip one with another, and the 
blood of Jefus Chrift his fon clean- 
feth us from all fin.” And hence 
it is that becaufe the children of 
God are made the fubjeéts of {pi- 
ritual light, by the fpecial commu- 
nications of divine grace, thence 
becoming partakers of the divine 
nature, and transformed into the 
divine image, that they are fo fre- 
quently diftinguifhed by the title 
of the children of light ; it being an 


| expreffion fynonimous with that 


of, children of God. Asin Luke 


world are in their generation, wi- 


| fer than the children of light.”— 


yom xii. 36. ‘* While ye have 
ight, believe in the light, that ye 
may be children of light.” Ephef. 
v. 8. “ For ye were fometimes 
darknefs, but now ye are /ight in 
the Lord, waik as children of light.” 
And in 1 Thef. v. 4. 5. * But ye, 
brethren, are not in darknefs, ye 
are all the children of light, and the 
children of the day—we are not 
of the night, nor of darknefs,”? 
With refpec&t to the divine 
bounty, or the communicative 
goodnefs of God, this is a de- 
claration of the apoftle James, 
“ Every good gift, and every per- 
fe&t gift, is from above, and com- 
eth down from the Father of 
Lights, with whomis no vari- 
ablenefs, neither fhadow of turn- 


aéis of benevolence. He is un- 
changeable in the communication 
of his goodnefs ; as it is the ef- 
fential property, and unchanging 
nature of the fun to emit rays, 
and communicate light and heat. 

Saith the Pfalmift, ** The Lord 
is my light and my falvation whom 
fhall I fear—With thee is the 
fountain of life, in thy light thall 
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we fee light.” As it is by the 
light of the fun that we fee the 
fun, as well as difcern natural ob- 
jeéts around us, and obtain an idea 
of light itfelf ; fo it is by the ma- 
nifeftaticns God maketh of him- 
felf by his word and works, and 
efpecially by the teachings of his 
Spirit, that we difcover the infi- 
nite perfections of his glorious 
character. It is in God’s light 
we fee his glory, and learn the 
methods of his grace. It is by 
the light of his truth, we fee our 
own charaéters, and difcern fpirit- 
ual objects. ‘“* He that is fpirit- 
ual judgeth all things.” And, fur- 
thermore, as the rays emitted from 
the fun, which ftrike our eyes, 
and difcover to us the fplendid 
fource from whence they take 
their flight, are called light; fo 
we find, in a figurative allufion to 
this, all the emanations of Deity, 
all the means by which God dif. 
plays the glory of his charatier, 
and makes himfelf known in the 


are a!fo called Uight. 


On Divine Light. 











[Jone. 


In the laft words of David, (2. 
Sam. xxiil. 3. 4.) we find a re. 
markable prophecy of Chrift, in 
which the fame glorious charaGer 
is afcribed to him. It isa moft ele. 
gant defcription of the bleffed ef. 
fects of his mediatorial reign and 
gov Vament, in applying the faving 
benefits of his redemption to the 
children of men.” The Spirit of 
the Lord fpake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue. The 
God of Ifrael faid, the Rock of 
Ifrael fpake tome. He that rul- 
eth over men muft be juft, rul- 
ing in the fear of God. And he 
fhall be as the light of the morn- 
ing, when the fan rifeth, even a 
morning without clouds—as the 
tender grafs f{pringing out of the 
earth by clear fhining after rain.” 

The firfl words may be render- 
ed fo as to give the true fenfe more 
clearly. ** He who is to rule over 
men, that is, the Meffiah, is juft, 
ruling in the fear of God.”? The 


| words, muff be, in our tranflation, 
beauty of his moral perfeétions, |, 


Jefus Chrift, | 


who is the image of the invifible | 


God—-God manifeft in the fleth, 
—the brichtnefs of the Father’s 
glory, and the exprefs image of 
his perfon—-who reveals the Fa- 
ther to men, and is the grand me- 
dium of all divine communications 
of knowledge and grace to our 
guilty world, is dignified with the 
fame title, and honored with this 


appropriate character of the Su- | 


preme God. He is exprefsly ity- 
led, * the Sun of Righteoufnefs.” 
In the clofing prophecy of the 
Old Teflament fcriptures,we read, 
** Unto you that hear my name, 
fhall the Sun of Righteoufnefs a- 
rife with healing in his wings.” 
This particularly refpeéts the com- 
ing of the great Meffiah, and is 
defcriptive of his chara¢ter and of- 
fices, 





are fupplicd by the tranflators, and 
are not in the original; and the 
verb, 7s, underftood in the He- 
brew, fhould have been fupplied— 
Thus: “ He that ruleth, or 1s to 
rule, over men is juft. ‘This is ev- 
idently a prophecy concerning 
Chrift, his church and kingdom ; 
and though perhaps it hath a {pe- 
cial and ultimate reference to the 
millennial ftate of the church, in 
which Chrift is to rule, king of 
nations, as he is now king of faints, 
yet what is here afferted concern- 
ing the glory of his kingdom, 1s 
in a fenfe jult refpecting every pre- 
ceding period of the Church’s 
profperity ; and as it refpeéts eve- 
ry particular foul, who 1s, or may 
be born of God, and made a fub- 
jeét of his grace, in this and every 


age of the Church. And what 


lively and flriking figures compofe 
this reprefentation of Chrift, and 
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the joy of his falvation, in the 
fouls of his redeemed ? « He hall 
be as the light of the morning 
when the fun rifeth, even a morn- 
ing without clouds ; asthe tender 
grafs fpringing out of the earth, 
by clear fhining afterrain. How 
joyous, how delightfome the fcene! 
After a dark and tempeftuous 
night, the morning chafes the noc- 
turnal gloom—the fun rifes clear 
and bright—the darknefs fled— 
the clouds difperfed—the fky 
clear—the air ferene and pure— 
the meadows dreffed in vivid green 
—the groves vocal with chirping 
melody—the face of nature cloth- 
ed in fmiles, and every obje& 
affuming the air of joy and glad- 
nefs. Yet this but feebly figures 
the joy of the finner, at his firft 
converfion, when the great Sun of 
Righteoufnefs arifes, and fhines 
upon his benighted foul with the 
refulgent rays of his glory and re- 
deeming love ; by which the dark, 
blind, diftreffed, fin-ruined crea- 
ture is brought out of darknefs, 
even the region, and fhadow of 
death, into marvellous light, and 
from an heir of hell, becomes a 
child of God, and a fellow citizen 
with the faints. O what incila- 
ble delight, what joy and tranf- 
port arife in his foul! He has 
*¢ beauty for afhes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garment of 
praife forthe fpirit of heavinefs.”? 
Clothed in the rcbes of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, the new creature re- 
joices in the view of moral beauty, 
and divine excellency. 
bright morning of the foul. 
Sun of Righteoufnefs fhines clear 


as the fun in the firmament, and | 
the glory of God is refteGed from | 


every object which meets his eye. 
“ This,’ faith the foul, rejoining 
with the pious Pfalmift, * this is 
all my falvation, and all my cde- 
fire,”’ 


On Divine Light. 


It is the , 
The 
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Thus, in Chrift, God and the 


finner meetandcommuneas friends. 
In Chrift, God difplays the riches 
of his grace, reconciling the world 
unto himfelf. In Chritt the fin- 
ner is reconciled to God—receives 
a free, and abundant pardon—par- 
takes of the divine nature, and en- 
joys the light of God’s counte- 
nance. In the face of JefusChrift 
the glory of God is feen, and there 
all the affections of belicvers ter- 
minate as their proper centre, and 
fupreme obje&t. By this vital un- 
ion of heart to Chriit, believers 
are affimilated to his moral char- 
acter, and changed into his image. 
They receive of his fullnefs, and 
grace for grace. As the diamond 
becomes luminous in the funfhine, 
and tranf{mits its refle&ted rays, 
with dazzling luftre ; fo the be- 
liever becomes like Chriit, and re- 
flets the beams of the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, in the exercife of 
the graces of his Spirit. And this 
gives us the reafon why Chrift af- 
cribes the fame character to his 
difciples which he affumes to him- 
felf, when he tells them, “ Ye are 
the light of the world,” and com- 
mands them to let this light fo 
fhine before men, that they may 
fee their good works, and glorify 
their Father who is in heaven.— 
| Oh,how beautiful is thelight ofthe 
Chriftian character, thus refleCting 
the beams of the glorious Sun of 
Righteoufnefs! How diftinguith- 
ing that grace which is the por- 
tion and happinefs of the true 
Chriftian ! Let the faints abide in 
God whois light. Oh, love the 
bleffed Saviour, and give him all 
the glory of his falvation. And 
let poor perifhing finners awake 
| from their carnal fecurity, and re- 
| alize the guilt and wretchednefs of 
| their natural, loft, dark, and be- 
| nighted ftate. “ Awake, thou 
‘that fleepeft, and arife from the 
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dead, and Chrift fhall give thee , procured for them catechifts and 


light. 
ASAPH. 


EE ————_— 
Religious Intelligence. 


From the London Evangelical Ma- 


gazine. 


The Chriftian world will derive 
reat fatisfaction from the peru- 
fal of a letter from Mr. Gerriké 
toa Relation; in which he gives 
an account of the joyful recep- 
tion of the gofpel, by wHoLe 
vittaGces of Heathen. Mr. 
Gerriké is a Miflionavy employ- 
ed in the Eaft-Indies, by the 
Society for promoting Chrif. 
tian Knowledge. He fucceds 
the late excellent Mr.Schwartz; 
and appears to poflefs the fame 
Miffionary Spirit. 
Extra& of a letter from Mr. Ger- 
riké to a relation. 
Vaparry, Fan. 18, 1803. 
SIRy 


I wrote to you laft from Se- 
ringapatam ; fince that time I 

















have experienced great hardfhips, | 


and alfo fingular mercies. When, 
in my journey, I came near to the 
extremity of the peninfulas, I 


found whole villages waiting anx- | 


ioufly for my coming, to be fur- 


ther inftructed and baptized.— 


They had got acquainted with our | 
native prieft in that country, and | 


the Catechifts and Chriftians ; and 
had learned from them the cate- 
chifm ; which thofe who could 


write copied, to learn it them. | 


felves at their leifure. When they 
heard of my coming, they broke 
their idols to pieces, and conver- 
ted their templas into Chriitian 
churches ; in which I inftruéed 
and baptized them (in fome about 
200, in others near 300 ;) formed 
them into Chrittian congregations; 


} 


{choolmafters ; and made them 


| choofe, in each place, four elders. 
| Thefe examples awakened the 
' whole country ; and when I was 


| about te leave it, the inhabitants 
of many more villages fent meffa- 


| ges tome, begging of me to re. 
| main a couple of months longer in 
| the country ; and to doin their 


villages the good work I had done 
in thofe of their neighbors. My 
_fituation not allowing this, I re. 
i/commeded them to the native 
| pricitsandcatechifts that arethere; 
and fince that, there have been in- 
ftructed and baptized 2700 people 
more, and eighteen more congega- 
tions have been formed. Among 
thefe new converts are feveral 
chiefs, all very zealous ; and one 
ofthem travels about, preaching 
the gofpel : but fince my return, 
fome of the Heathens of that coun- 
try, old enemies, have ftirred up a 
perfecutionagainft them, and they 
have written to me to return, as 
foon as poflible ; for while I was 
|among them, all went on very 
| fmoothly ; and the Heathensthem- 
felves feemed to feel a pleafure in 
what was going on. But it pleaf- 
ed God to afflict me with a fever, 
which began with a cold fit, which 
I contracied, perhaps, in the lat- 
ter part of my journcy, when T 
came thro’ much rain and water in 
the monfoon ; and from which I 
recover now by flow degrees. 
Perhaps my grief, and the many 
| painful letters I wrote, have con- 
| tributed to my illnefs. When I 
began to recover, I founda letter 
from that country ; which J was 
afraid to open in my extremely 
weak ftate. It contained the good 
news, that the perfecution had 
abated in feveral places ; and that 
the Chriftians, who had been con- 
fined, had been honorably ac- 
quitted. From that time I began 
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to recover. The conftancy of 
thefe people, under their fuffer- 
ings, may overcome their enemies, 
and cantribute greatly to the 
fpread of the gofpel in thefe parts. 
The Rev. Mr. Kohlof is willing 
to gointo the harveft, and be for 
fome time among them ; and a ve- 
ry fit perfon he is for fuch a work. 
It requires great humility and dif- 
cretion, and a mind that, by grace, 
has learned to be content, for the 
fake of Chrift, with many things 
which are not pleafant. 

Yours, &c. 

W. Gerrixe. 


ORDINATIONS. 





Ordination of Mr. Wood. 


At a Meeting of the Northern Afp- 
ciation of Miniflers in the county 
of Hamp/fbire, at the Rev. Icha- 
bod Draper’s, in Ambherftl, May 
1, 4. D. 1804,—Prefent— 
Rev. Mefs’rs. Samuel Hop- 
kins, D. D. Juftus Forward, 
Rufus Wells, Jofeph Lyman, 
D. D. Solomon Williams, E- 
noch Hale, Jocl Hayes, Icha- 
bod Draper, Payfon Willifton, 
Elijah Gridley, Payfon Mun- 
fel, Vinfon Gould.— A fier farm. 
ing, Rev. Henry Williams. 


Rev. Samuel Hopkins, D. D. 


was chofen Moderator. 


A communication from the 
committee of the Truftees of the 
Hampfhire Miffionary Society, 
was read, as follows : 


Hatfield, April 23, 1804. 

To the Rev. Moderator of the 

Northern Affocation of Minif- 

ters in the county of Hamp- 

fhire, to be communicated. 
Rev. Sir, 

The Committee of the Truf- 
tees of the Hampfhire Miffionary 
Society, having invited Mr. Tho- 
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mas H. Wood a Licentiate of 
your Affociation to undertake a 
miffion into the new fettlements to 
preach the gofpel to the deftitute 
inhabitants of thofe fettlements the 
enfuing feafon, and he having con- 
fented to labor for the Society in 
that fervice ; and it being in the 
opinion of the committee moft 
conducive to the fuccefs of his 
miffion, that he fhould receive or- 
dination previoufly to his entering 
on his work, the committee do 
therefore requeft the Rev. Minif- 
ters of the Affociation, in con- 
jun@tion with Rev. John Emer- 
fon, Rev. David Parfens, D. D. 
and Rev. Jonathan Grout, to or- 
dain Mr. Thomas H. Wood, if 
they find him qualified, to the work 
and office of a Minifter and Evan- 
gelift in the church of Chrift, at 
Amherft, on Wednefday the fe- 
cond day of May next. Withing 
the prefence of Chrift with the Af- 
fociation and other Paftors of 
churches invited to attend this fer- 
vice, and afking your prayers for a 
divine bleffing upon the labors of 
the Hampfhire Miffionary Society, 
we are your brethren and fellow 
fervants in the faith and patience 
of Jefus. 
By order of the Committee, 


Josten Lyman. 
Voted, That the A flociation be 


refolved into an Ordaining Coun- 
cil, in conjunétion with Rev. John 
Emerfon, Rev. David Parfons, 
D. D. and Rev. Jonathan Grout, 
fer the purpofe of ordaining Mr. 
Wood 


The Council was opened with 
prayer by the Moderator. 

Rev. John Emerfon, and Rev. 
Jonathan Grout, attended, and 
took feats in the Council. 

Having examined Mr. Wood, 
the Council, fatisfied with his qua- 
lifications, 
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Voted to ordain him to-mor- 
row, at 3 o'clock, P. M. to the 
work and office of an Evangelit 
and Minifter of Jefus. 

Voted, That the folemnities of 
his ordination be introduced with 
prayer by Mr. Grout—that Mr. 
Emerfon preach the fermon, Mr. 
Forward make the confecrating 
prayer, Doét. Hopkins give the 
charge, Mr. Hayes give the right 
hand of minifterial fellowfip— 
and Mr. Wells make the conclud- 
ing prayer. 

May 2. At 3 o’clock, P. M. 
Mr. Thomas H. Wood was or- 
dained to the office of an evange- 
jift and Minifter of Jefus Chrift. 
The fermon was preached by Mr. 
Emerfon, from 2 Tim. tv. 5.— 
“ But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of 
an Evangelift, make full proof of 
shy miniftry.”” 

A true copy, by 
Enocu Hate, Scribe. 
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On Wednefday, May 16, the 
Rev. Thomas Williams was or. 
dained as an Evangelift, to labor 
as 2 Miflionary in the fervice of 
the Miffionary Society of Conei- 
cut. The ordination was per- 
formed in the South Parifh in Kil. 
lingly, under the dire€tion of the 
original Affociation of Windham 
county. The Rev. Abel Flint, of 
Harttord, made the introdu@tory 
prayer ; the Rev. Walter King, of 
Norwich, preached the fermon 
from A¢ts xx. 24. The Rev. 
Foel Benedi@, of Plainfield, made 
the confecrating prayer ; the Rev. 
Levi Hart, 1). D. of Prefton, 
gave the charge ; the Rev. Dan- 
tel Dow, of Thompfon, gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowfhip ; and 
the Rev. L£liphalet Lyman, of 
Woodftock, made the concluding 
prayer. 


C_—-— 


Donations to the Mijionary Soctety of Conneicut. 


1804. D.C, 
May. A Lady in New-Haven, . - . - 10 
A female Friend of Miffions, ° ° - 2 
Calvin Ingalls, contributed in New Settlements, 4 44 
A Friend of Miffions, New-Haven, ° - 12 
A Stranger in the county of Windham, - 100 
Hebrgn Female A flociation, for the Purchafe of Books, 6 56 
Lady’s Society, in Norwich, . - - 12 75 
A Stranger in Berlin, ° ° ‘ ° 10 
Maria, ° ° “ . * ° . 2 
A Friend of Miffions, - - ° ° - 50 
Anthony Brown, of Sterling, ° ° - I 
A well difpofed Lady, - . - —. 
211 75 
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